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Introducing the new Mayor Polisena

NEW MAYOR: Joseph Polisena Jr. took the oath of office on the evening of Monday, Jan. 9, becoming Johnston’s new mayor. His father, the now former mayor, swore-i
the mayor-elect. (Sun Rise photo by John Howell)

From father to
son, Joe Sr.
swears in Joe Jr.

By PETE FONTAINE

A standing room-only crowd estimated at more
than 450 people packed the Johnston High School
auditorium to see long-time Mayor Joseph Polise-
na pass the town’s leadership torch to his son,
Joseph Michael Polisena Jr.

Much like Johnston’s unprecedented economic
development during recent years, Monday night’s
Mayoral Inauguration was what many attendees
agreed was one of the most impressive ceremonies
in town history.

From the time Mayor Joseph Polisena Sr. began
his quick wit and fun filled role as Master of Cer-
emonies, Inauguration 2023 will long be remem-
bered for its many milestones, standing ovations,
on-going applause, a special show of love for
Johnston, music from Johnston High School’s na-
tional award-winning concert band and talented
vocalists of the Treble Choir.

The processional line of march — which was
preceded by Bagpiper Chief Robert Bradley, lead-
ing Johnston’s new first family, Mayor Joseph
Michael Polisena Jr. his wife Samantha Polisena
and Joseph Michael Polisena III — included four
dozen dignitaries who were seated on stage for
the lively program that was a showcase of what
many people called “Johnston Pride at an all-time
high.”

I%rom the time Rev. Peter J. Gower delivered a
moving invocation until Johnston Police and Fire

APPLE LANDS NEAR: No longer mayor, Joseph M. Polisena wept as his son took the lectern to deliver his Department Color Guards retired the colors, the
mayoral inauguration speech. (Sun Rise photo by John Howell) ™ MAYOR - PAGE 15
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We’ve got a need
for speed!

Help our state get faster internet speed by
taking the Rhode Island broadband speed test.

Rhode Island has a once-in-a-generation chance right now to
bring fast, affordable, and reliable internet to every resident
and business in the Ocean State. Help us understand what
our state needs and how to best spend historic levels of
federal funding to increase access, speed, affordability, and
usage for all Rhode Islanders by taking the Broadband Speed
Test & Survey today!

Commerceri.com

JHS

Panther of
the Week

POTW: This week’'s Panther of the Week is Katelyn Loffler. Kately was nomi-
nated by Mr. Ed Saravo. Mr. Saravo said that “Katelyn shows up to class every
day ready to work, and has shown continuous improvement throughout the year,
on already very good work! As well as doing great in Biology, Katelyn is also a
1st Honors student and the Class of 2025 Secretary. Aside from Student Coun-
cil, she is also involved in Yearbook Club and Select Choir, while being a mem-
ber of Music Honor Society. (Photo submitted by Matt Velino, Johnston High
School Assistant Principal)

Editor’'s Note: This is the newest installment of an ongoing weekly series
highlighting Johnston’s amazing students. Staff at Johnston High School will
be nominating students and submitting a caption and a photo for publication.
You'll find each week’s winning Panther on Page 2 of the Johnston Sun Rise.

JHS students enter
‘Midterm Exams Week’

By KAYLEE POOLE
Special to the Sun Rise

Johnston Senior High School stu-
dents have midterms coming up.

These midterms will be held from
Tuesday, Jan. 17 to Friday, Jan. 20.

On Tuesday, Jan. 17, exam levels 7
and 6 will be held. On Wednesday, Jan.
18, exam levels 5 and 4 will take place.
On Thursday, Jan. 19, exam levels 3
and 2 will be held. And then on Friday,
Jan. 20, the final day of exams, exam

level one, will take place and any
make-up exams that students may
need to take will also be held.

Students have been studying very
hard and reviewing the past week to
help prepare for these exams.

Editor’s Note: The preceding story was
written by Kaylee Poole, the Johnston High
School Student Council Junior Represen-
tative. The Johnston Sun Rise regularly
publishes stories submitted by members of
the JHS Student Council.

johnstonsunrise.net
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NEW CHIEF: Former Johnston Police Deputy Chief Mark A. Vieira was promoted to Police Chief Monday night. His family accompanied him on stage for his swearing-in. The auditorium
was packed with the Ocean State's top law enforcement officials, and nearly the entire JPD rank and file. Below left, uniformed police packed the auditorium entrances to watch the cer-
emony. Below, Rev. Peter J. Gower of Our Lady of Grace Church, joined the procession of law enforcement, before they entered the auditorium. (Sun Rise photos by Rory Schuler)
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CROSSWORD
PUZZLE CORNER

CLUES ACROSS

. Respiratory disorder
. Bulgarian mountain peak
. Group of important people
. South American nation
. Amazes
__-Castell, makers of pens
. Perlman and Seehorn are two
. Early medieval alphabet
. Legislator (slang)
. Tasty crustacean
. Course of action
. Airborne (abbr.)
. Permanent church
appointment
. Larry and Curly’s pal
. Famed American journalist
. 12th letter of Greek alphabet
. In a way, vanished
. Afflict in mind or body
. Egyptian Sun god
. Source of the Blue Nile
. Egyptian unit of weight

2 CHERRY HILL RD

JOHNSTON, RI
401-231-3102

S

SC)

40. Be the source of pain

41, Esteemed award __ d’Or
44, Partner to pains

45. Deep blue

48. No longer living

49. Country in the UK

50. Not even

51. Arizona city

CLUES DOWN
. Wager
. Classical portico
. As a result
. Bird
. A type of “Squad”
. Autonomic nervous system
. Dish with food on a stick
. City northwest of Provo
. C. European river
. One out of jail
. Henry Clay estate
. Heathen
. Refrained

1.

18.
20.
23.
24,
25.
26.
28.
30.
31

32
35
36
38
40

a1.
42.
43.
44,
45,
46.

a1,

Parts per billion (abbr.)
“The Stranger” author
Not old

Periods of starvation
Language of tribe in India
Savings account

Pitching stat

Megabyte

Ribonucleic acid

A place to put your feet

. The fun part of a week

. We all have our own

. Partner to “oohed”

. African nation

. Breezed through

Sets out

Other

Not fattening

“Much ___ about nothing”
Central Time

Former EU monetary unit
Charles S. Dutton sitcom

NURSES
AND
CNA'S

RE

UP TO $5,000
SIGN-ON
BONUS!

DEPUTY
CHIEF
PROMOTED

JPD: Former Johnston Police
Deputy Chief Mark A. Vieira
was promoted to Police Chief
Monday night. (Sun Rise photo
by John Howell)

ANIMALeTALK

By Karen Kalunian

Local © Adoptable <> Loveable

Photo credit: Karen Kalunian

Ga,bb%

Gabby is actually kind of quiet at the shelter but for a good treat she will let you
know that she can be gabby! This gorgeous Tuxedo came in with her buddy
Barrett who is just as handsome as she is beautiful, so if you are looking for a
bonded pair that's great but they also can be adopted out separately. Gabby is
six years old and just look at those whiskers and those sparkling eyes! Gabby
would enjoy a quiet adult home, she’s looking for loving companionship. If you'd
like to meet Gabby and Barrett, please contact the Heart of RI Animal Rescue
League at 401-467-3670 or visit their website a www.heartofri.org for more
information. Gabby and Barrett will be waiting to share their hearts with you!

or know of an animal in need, .
please contact Karen directly at

animaltalk1920 @gmail.com

If you have been looking to adopt
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Johnston police receive
first body-worn cameras

COUNCIL UPDATE: Then Johnston Police Deputy Chief Mark Vieira (who has since been sworn in
as Chief) and Major Matthew G. LeDuc (now Deputy Chief), attended the Dec. 12 Town Council meet-
ing to announce progress in the move toward body-worn cameras (BWCs) in Johnston. Former Mayor
Joseph M. Polisena introduced them during the meeting, to announce the expected rollout of body-
worn cameras for officers patrolling Johnston.(Sun Rise photo by Rory Schuler)

Chief Vieira: ‘Hopeful the rollout of the
program will begin sometime in April’

By RORY SCHULER

The technology is
starting to arrive, and
soon Johnston police
expect to be recording
interactions with the
public while on duty.

By April, uniform-
worn cameras may be
rolling and the state
will be picking up most
of the $482,649.82 tab.

Then Johnston Police
Deputy Chief Mark
Vieira (who has since
been sworn in as Chief)
and Major Matthew G.
LeDuc, Uniformed Di-
vision Commander, at-
tended the Dec. 12
Town Council meeting
to announce progress
in the move toward
body-worn  cameras
(BWCs).

“Relative to the body-
worn camera program,
we are in the process of

receiving the body-
worn cameras and sup-
porting equipment

from the vendor, AX-
ON,” Johnston Police
Chief Mark A. Vieira
said last month via
email. At the time, Viei-
ra was the department’s
Deputy Chief. LeDuc
has been sworn-in as
Deputy Chief.
According to the res-
olution, unanimously
approved by town
council, the five-year
camera program will
cost $482,649.82
($96,529.70 for the first

year and $96,530.03 per
year for each of the re-
maining four years).
The state has agreed to
reimburse Johnston
$80,500 per year for the
program ($402,500).

The state expects to
cover 46 BWCs in John-
ston with the $402,500
in grant funding.

Town Council re-
solved to authorize
outgoing Mayor Joseph
M. Polisena to enter in-
to the agreement with
Axon Enterprises, Inc.
to provide the “Body 1
Camera Program” for
the department.

The Rhode Island At-
torney General’s Office,
Rhode Island State Po-
lice and the state’s Po-
lice Chiefs Asociation
(RIPCA) all signed off
on the program after an
extensive public com-
ment period.

In June 2021, Gov.
Dan McKee signed leg-
islation creating the
Statewide Body-Worn
Camera Program, aim-
ing “to equip every
frontline police officer”
with BWCs.

Neighboring cities
like Cranston and War-
wick have started roll-
ing out BWCs, and
those departments have
also contracted with
Axon.

“Once all equipment
is received, arrange-
ments will be made for
representatives from

AXON to begin train-
ing our officers in the
use of the body-worn
camera equipment,”
Vieira explained. “A
timetable of when the
program’s rollout will
begin is not definitively
known as AXON has to
coordinate trainings
among numerous po-
lice agencies through-
out the state. Nonethe-
less, we are hopeful the
rollout of the program
will begin sometime in
April.”

In October, state, fed-
eral and local law en-
forcement leaders an-
nounced $16 million in
grants for Ocean State
police departments for
body-worn cameras.
The grants are expected
to fund the purchase of
1,773 cameras for 42 lo-
cal law enforcement or-
ganizations across the
state.

“Police departments
will now purchase and
operate the cameras
governed by a recently
finalized statewide pol-
icy that sets compre-
hensive standards for
the use of the cameras,”
according to an Oct. 22
press release from At-
torney General Peter F.
Neronha’s office.

“In an increasingly
technological age,
where judges, juries
and the public expect to
see the evidence on
which they are to make

decisions and render

judgments, making
body-worn  cameras
broadly available

makes perfect sense,”
Neronha said. “With
(the October) funding
announcement, we
have removed a sub-
stantial monetary bar-
rier for many munici-
palities that continu-
ously juggle critical
priorities.”

GOULIN STORAGE
STORAGE CONTAINERS FOR RENT

or mobile at your location
for a monthly rental fee.

Stationary at our Johnston location

401.837.0048 or 401.626-8737 e
VERY COMPETITIVE RATES, FAST, RELIABLE COURTEOUS SERVICE

JUNK REMOVAL and MORE!

10, 15, 20 & 30 yard containers placed at your location
Call for pricing and availability.

401.626.8737 or 401.837.0048

Call for our
pricing & incentive
programs
for long term use.

YARD DEBRIS,

Watch Your
MOUTH

by Rochelle Rhodes, D.M.D. and David McFarland, D.D.S.

AMALGAM OR COMPOSITE FILLINGS?

There are several different types of materials
used to fill cavities, but the two most often
used are amalgam and composite. Amalgam
(silver) was primarily used for many years, but
composite filings (plastic) are now more widely
used due to their look and durability. Composte
fillngs appear mare natural because they can
e tinted to match tooth color, They are made
from a mix of plastic resin and powdered glass.
In addtion to fillngs, composites can be used
for venegrs, inlays, crowns, and chipped teeth,
However, amalgam fillings are also very durable,
have an easier installation process, and cost less.
They also last longer: a composite fillng may last
around ten years, while an amalgam filling can
last for fifteen,

www.dentalartsgroupri.com

If you would like to learn about the kinds of
materials we use for repairing cavities, be sure to
discuss your questions with us at DENTAL ARTS
GROUP, A Collaborative Practice Committed to
Excellence. We bring you our dental column
in order to keep you up-to-date on the latest
materials, research, innovations, and procedures
available in dentistry today and to inform our
readers how the many benefits of modem oral
care can enhance their fives via a stunning smile.
New patients are always welcome at our state-
of-the-art office at 1136 Hartford Ave, Jonston,
Please call 401-521-3661 for an appointment,

PS. Atthough amalgam filings ~contain
mercury, the American Dental Association says
they are a “viable and safe” option.

APPLY FOR FINANCIAL AID
FREE HELP WITH

FAFSA

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE APPOINTMENT

collegeplanningcenter.org
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WE'RE
ALL
EARS

Questions?
Comments?
Story Ideas?

Let us know how
we're doing.

Warwick Beacon >
) D
Cranston Herald 0

Johnston SunRise

Your opinion is
something we always
want to hear.

TOWN COUNCIL

GET IN LINE: More than a dozen Johnston residents lined up, all speaking in favor of a town ordinance in-
tended to pause solar development in Johnston's residential neighborhoods. A motion was made by Town Coun-
cil Member Robert J. Civetti, but died for lack of a second. The entire audience booed the decision and mocked
the council members who would not second the motion. Without a motion, the council did not vote on the ordi-
nance. (Sun Rise photo by Rory Schuler)

LecaL  Solar ordinance dies without a vote

NOTICES

JOHNSTON ZONING BOARD
MEETING AGENDA
Thursday, January 26th, 2023
at 6:30 PM
Johnston Senior Center
1291 Hartford Avenue

Notice is hereby given that the Zon-
ing Board of Review will hold a meet-
ing on January 26th, 2023 at 6:30
pm, at Johnston Senior Center, 1291
Hartford Avenue. All persons inter-
ested in the following proposals are
requested to be present at this time.
The assembly facilities are acces-
sible to the handicapped. Persons
requiring special accommodations
shall call the Zoning Office at least
48 hours in advance of the meeting
(401) 231-4000 ext. 4117. Persons
utilizing TDD equipment may contact
the Town through “Relay Rhode Is-
land” at 1-800-745-6675. The agen-
da for the evening will be as follows,
subject to change:

New Business

Petition of C & T Motors, c/o Juan
Castillo, Applicant, Xavier Invest-
ments, LLC, Owner, for 577 Kill-
ingly Street, AP 13 Lot 170, zoned
B-2. The petitioner is seeking a
Special Use Permit for automotive
repair in accordance with subsec-
tion 9 use code 7 of the Table of
Uses and a Special Use Permit for
automotive sales in accordance
with subsection 10 use code 10 of
the Table of Uses.

Petition of Paul Giarusso, Owner/
Applicant for 41 Tartaglia Street,
AP 27 Lots 60, zoned R-20. The
petitioner is seeking a Special
Use Permit 340-75, Dimensional
Variance 340-74 and 340-63 for re-
lief from merger.

Petition of Karen L. Esposito,
Owner/Applicant for 42 Tartaglia
Street, AP 27 Lot 94, zoned R-20.
The petitioner is seeking a Special
Use Permit 340-75, Dimensional
Variance 340-74 and 340-63 for re-
lief from merger.

NOTE: If a Case has not been
called for a hearing by 10:30
p.m., the Board, at its discretion,
may continue the Case to a sub-
sequent or a special meeting.
The Agenda and Minutes are avail-
able for review at ClerkBase on the
Town’s web page or Monday through
Friday between 8:00 a.m. and 3:00
p.m. at the Building Office, 100 Irons
Avenue, Johnston.

Per order of the Zoning Board of Review
Thomas Lopardo, Chairman

1/12, 1/19, 1/26/23

Say you saw it in the
Johnston SunRise

By RORY SCHULER

For just a moment Tuesday night, Town
Council chambers fell silent.

Town Council Member Robert J. Civetti
made a motion to approve an ordinance
crafted to temporarily halt solar develop-
ment in Johnston’s residential neighbor-
hoods.

He looked to his fellow council members
— Lauren A. Garzone to his left (District 2),
President Robert V. Russo in the center (Dis-
trict 4), and across the room to Linda Fol-
carelli (District 1) and Alfred T. Carnevale
(District 3) — for a second.

The other four council members said
nothing. The audience started to bubble.

Civetti’s motion eventually died for lack
of a second. No vote would occur. The
council members avoided taking a position
on an issue that has motivated entire neigh-
borhoods in Johnston to band together, hire
legal counsel, and attempt to fight several
proposed solar array projects pitched for
residentially zoned wooded areas in town.

The issue is complicated. The ordinance
wasn’t expected to stop pending solar proj-
ects, according to Civetti. It was aimed at
future projects that may exploit a loophole
in Johnston’s zoning laws, which seems to
allow a special-use permit for industrial so-
lar arrays in otherwise residential neighbor-
hoods.

More than a dozen Johnston residents
lined up to speak in favor of the ordinance.

Only Civetti and Russo asked questions
of the speakers, and the town’s Assistant
Solicitor Dylan Conley. Garzone, Folcarelli
and Carnevale said nothing during the
hearing. They stated no position. They
asked no questions.

Residents have been urging town plan-
ning officials to update Johnston’s outdated
Comprehensive Plan (last tweaked in 2007),
which doesn’t address modern solar arrays
or their construction in Johnston’s residen-
tial neighborhoods.

“If you think about any city or town’s
growth over time, basically what happens
over time, is town’s grow,” Conley said.
“More things get built. What you see as the
result of a comprehensive plan process, as a
general rule of thumb, are an increase in the
amount of space that’s available for com-
mercial uses; and an increase in residential
density. So what happens as a result of the
comprehensive plan process is almost never
a restriction on uses in areas, but a process
that identifies areas that are more ripe for
growth ... Does a moratorium lead to the
comprehensive plan process, which leads to
restrictions? I would guard people against

that interpretation. Because it is not up to
the town of Johnston unilaterally.”

The state has final say over the town’s
comprehensive plan, according to Conley.
Conley told Town Council that the ordi-
nance could lead to liability and litigation.

Summit Street resident James McHale
stood to speak. He said he has worked in
construction and for utility companies. He
referenced the Iron Mine Hill Road solar
development in North Smithfield. He said
he doesn’t want to see that kind of develop-
ment in Johnston and urged Town Council
to enact the ordinance.

“I like solar energy, but boy is it ugly ... I
don’t see any plan,” he said. “Plastic fires,
they don’t go out with water ... you need
foam. You think about that. It was dry this
past summer ... if it was to catch on fire, it’s
going to burn for days. It's going to be na-
tional news.”

When his motion went without a second,
Civetti asked Conley if there was any way
they could still take a vote.

“There is no vote when there is no sec-
ond,” Conley replied. “So procedurally it
dies.”

“So basically it’s a four-to-one against,
because without getting a second,” Civetti
started to say, explaining the situation to the
audience.

“There is no vote,” Conley interrupted
him.

From the audience, one woman cried out:
“Somebody please!”

Others in the crowd followed:

“This town will never change.”

“Shameful.”

“You should be ashamed of yourself.”

“Wow.”

“Not one of you represent the town,” said
Paul Zanecchin. He stood up and started to
walk out.

As the council adjourned the meeting, a
line of taxpayers walked out of the council
meeting, angry and vocal.

“Anybody want to buy a house?” yelled
Catherine Phillips, of Wood Drive.

Johnston’s new mayor, Joe Polisena Jr,
who was sworn in the night before, did not
attend Tuesday’s public hearing and Town
Council meeting.

Editor’s Note: See next week’s edi-
tion of the Johnston Sun Rise for an in-
depth look at solar development in John-
ston residential neighborhoods, the cash
and campaign contributions behind the
developments and Tuesday night’s pub-
lic hearing. Also, turn to Page 7 for a
related Letter to the Editor.
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Opinion

EDITORIAL

Where the dollar
meets the road

If you ever want to make your head spin, taking a look at Rhode
[sland DOT’s 2022 Transportation Asset Management Plan (TAMP)
ought to do the trick.

The 73-page document outlines the entirety of the state’s strate-
gy in fixing, updating, and maintaining its thousands of miles of
roadway and hundreds of bridges — from the most minute of de-
tails regarding what makes a bridge be determined as in “poor” or
“fair” condition, to a detailed projection of how much money
needs to be spent in order to keep our state’s transportation system
functioning.

Needless to say, much of what you'll find inside the TAMP will
go over the head of anyone without multiple degrees in engineer-
ing, finance, and intergovernmental relations — but it does do a
sufficient job of putting into perspective the absolutely gargantuan
task that RIDOT has in trying to right an infrastructural ship that
any layman'’s eyes can see has been out to drift for decades prior to
the passage of the RhodeWorks legislation in 2016. Even for the
smallest state in the nation, the staggering amount of complexity
within that problem is sobering.

Also sobering is financial information found within the TAMP.
According to DOT’s projection of its expected, reliable revenue
streams compared to the projected expenses for repairing the most
crucial roads and bridges between now and 2031, Rhode Island
will be coming up short in cash in a big way. The TAMP projects a
more than $620 million funding gap for road repairs between now
and 2031, and a more than $1.1 billion funding gap to repair our
most deficient bridges within the same span.

There are countless variables within the funding portion of this
problem. Revenue projections are just that; projections. Revenue
can certainly come from unexpected places, such as any number of
different types of grants, or through unprecedented federal spend-
ing packages, like the recent infrastructure bill that was signed by
President Biden. At the same time, expenses and costs of construc-
tion can fluctuate wildly year to year. It’s an ever-moving target
that, again, would require a keen financial mind to dissect.

What we can certainly ascertain even with our limited knowl-
edge of complex infrastructural financing is that losing a dedicated
funding source — as Rhode Island has lost since its truck tolling
program was shut down as unconstitutional — will only make
things more difficult, regardless of how tiny that revenue source
may be in the grand scheme of a long-term project where financial
need is measured in billions, rather than millions.

What we also know is that the average resident will not be able
to avoid this massive infrastructure problem. They will face it con-
sistently in the coming years by way of roads under construction,
new detours popping up, and the prevalence of orange Jersey bar-
riers that create makeshift, often confusing lanes of travel on routes
they have to take every day.

Rhode Islanders will not likely be able to avoid dealing with this
problem through their pocketbooks either. Voters should become
prepared for bond referendums in all coming elections that ask for
their support to fund transportation-related issues with more tax
dollars, as there will never be an adequate amount of federal grants
available to close such a significant funding gap as RIDOT has
identified in their own calculations.

All of this said, we cannot avoid the problem. Deferred mainte-
nance on roads and bridges only leads to more expenses. The
temporary inconvenience of increased traffic and highways lined
with orange-blazed debris and detour signs is a necessary pain
point we must all endure towards a better future for us all, and it
is an investment that although we may not be happy to make, we
would be shortsighted to deny.

We implore our local legislative and public service leaders to put
their collective heads together in finding creative but sustainable
ways to lessen the burden on the taxpaying citizen while making
these necessary fixes to our infrastructure.
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LETTER

‘Could not be more disappointed in their lack of action’

On Jan. 10 a public hearing was held before the Johnston Town Council to address an ordinance
which would ban large solar developments in residential neighborhoods.

Councilman Robert Civetti introduced this ordinance to help the residents of not just the west end
but any homeowner in town from being subject to “special use permits” from the Zoning Board to al-

low such development.

This had been languishing for six months before the council and finally was heard. Residents spoke
for adopting such an ordinance as a project of unbelievable size and scope had been promised to Green

Energy.

Just imagine 350 acres of residentially zoned property gone. The project would have allowed the

clear-cutting of at least 200 acres.

If you are wondering what that might look like take a ride down Interstate 95. On the right side of
the road in West Greenwich you will see 200 acres of nothing. Soon it will be 200 acres of shiny panels.
We are in need of alternative energy, but these developments should not come at the expense of the

surrounding homeowners.

After hearing from the residents that attended, Mr. Civetti asked for a motion to introduce the ordi-

nance. Not one of them spoke.

Ms. Garzone, Ms. Folcarelli, Mr. Carnevale and Mr. Russo sat in silence.
I could not be more disappointed in their lack of action. It was a lesson in political discourse. Silence

speaks volumes.

GUEST OPINION

Karen Chadwick, Johnston

Is school choice the path to success in Rhode Island?

By SHELBY DOYLE

You likely don’t need me to tell
you that children all over the
country are suffering the academic
consequences of the pandemic,
and Rhode Island is not an excep-
tion. A 2022 survey revealed that
52% of American families were
looking for a new school. To put it
in personal terms, in a classroom
of 25 students, 13 families are not
satisfied with the education their
children are receiving.

A great K-12 education for every
child is no small undertaking, and
we know there are many learning
environments that help different
students achieve their potential.
Every child is different, with dif-
ferent abilities, talents, personali-
ties, and needs. Rhode Island fam-
ilies need the flexibility to choose
the school that will set their child
up for success, whether it’s their
zoned traditional public school, or
a public charter school, public
magnet school, private school, on-
line learning option, or home-
schooling.

If it’s been a while since you had
school-age children, you may not
realize just how different the land-
scape of options is than it was a
decade ago. A 2022 survey from
The Harris Poll revealed that since
the pandemic, homeschooling and
public charter school were the first
and second most popular options
for parents who decided to switch
their child’s school. What’s more,
around 6 in 10 parents said their
child was happier with this
change. On the other hand, inter-
est in open enrollment in tradi-
tional public schools, as well as
magnet schools remains high. Pri-
vate school choice programs have
expanded in many states in the
last few years, and learning pods
and microschools are a new and
growing option.

But time is of the essence. Due
to the explosion of education op-
tions in many places, application
deadlines often fall as early as
January for the upcoming school
year. The wupcoming National
School Choice Week (January 22-
28, 2023) will streamline things for

parents through a national public
awareness campaign and thou-
sands of events hosted by schools
around the country. Parents who
have chosen a school they love can
also empower others by sharing
their own experiences.

All families can help their kids
to achieve academic success, the
first step is to choose the perfect
school fit, and the best way to do
it is by being aware of the local
options and regulations. To learn
about the academic alternatives in
Rhode Island, parents can visit
schoolchoiceweek.com/rhode-is-
land.

When parents in Rhode Island
and across the country are explor-
ing and choosing schools later this
month, I hope they can count on
all of our support.

Editor’s Note: Shelby Doyle is the
vice president of public awareness at
the National School Choice Aware-
ness Foundation, which helps U.S.
families to explore their K-12 educa-
tion options and choose a great school
for their children.
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NAMI-RI: Registration
open for
Family-to Family course

The Rhode Island chapter of
the National Alliance on Mental
Illness is now accepting registra-
tion for our next virtual Family-
to-Family course which begins
Thursday, Feb. 2, 2023. This is a
free, 8-session educational pro-
gram for families, significant oth-
ers and friends of people with
mental health conditions. It is a
designated evidenced-based pro-
gram, which means that research
shows that the program signifi-
cantly improves the coping and
problem-solving abilities of the
people closest to a person with a
mental health condition. NAMI-
Rhode Island’s Family-to-Family
course is taught by trained family
members who have lived experi-
ence with a loved one, and in-
cludes presentations, discussions
and interactive exercises. For
more information on the Family-
to-Family curriculum and regis-

tration requirements,  visit
namirhodeisland.org or call
401-331-3060 or email

beth@namirhodeisland.org.

April’s 401Gives

Rhode Island’s largest single
day of giving to support and up-
lift the state’s nonprofit sector
raised $3.1 million for 507 organi-
zations in 2022. Now, it’s back!

After a record-breaking year
that saw more than 13,000 Rhode
Islanders come together to make
donations totaling $3.1 million in
support of hundreds of local non-
profits, 401Gives is gearing up for
a return on April 1 with sights set
higher than ever. Nonprofits who
wish to participate and raise
funds for their work are invited
to register now and can do so at
401gives.org. Already, 208 non-
profits have signed up, putting
this year’s pace ahead of 2022.

Powered by United Way of
Rhode Island, 401Gives was cre-
ated as a unified day of giving to
both support the state’s nonprofit
community and uplift the vital
work of a sector that touches
nearly every Rhode Islander. It
provides an easy way for people
to donate directly to any of hun-
dreds of nonprofits and has led to
more than $6.6 million in dona-
tions since making its inaugural
appearance in 2020.

Upon registering, nonprofits
will see an option to participate in
401Gives” Mentor/Mentee pro-
gram, which is being piloted for
the first time in 2023. Organiza-
tions that have participated in
401Gives in prior years can
choose to mentor a nonprofit that
has signed up for the first time
and indicated they would like a
mentor. The deadline for the
Mentor/Mentee program is Jan.
18 and mentor/mentee matches
will be contacted soon after.

“This is the first year we are
partnering with 401Gives and we

are excited to share the impact
that Companion Animal Founda-
tion funding has for people who
cannot otherwise access veteri-
nary care for their pets,” said M.
Christie Smith, chair of the CAF
board of directors. “Each year we
serve more than 500 Rhode Is-
landers and their pets, and we
look forward to engaging more
supporters — through 401Gives —
in our work.”

New and returning nonprofit
are invited to attend any of a
number of 401Gives trainings
and workshops geared toward
sharing insights and best practic-
es. A schedule of sessions and
how to sign up can be found at
401gives.org/info/trainings. Ad-
ditionally, the trainings page fea-
tures a library of helpful on-de-
mand videos, and a toolkit for
organizations can be found at
401gives.org/info/nonprofit-
toolkit.

For more information about
401Gives, or if there are ques-
tions, contact Caitlynn Douglas at
(401)  444-0720, or email
401Gives@unitedwayri.org.

Explore the “Woony”

You can “Join the Woony
Team!”

“Please donate to the Woonas-
quatucket River Watershed
Council to help us continue to
restore the Woonasquatucket Riv-
er and Greenway,” the organiza-
tion asks. “Your donations also
provide cultural, educational,
and recreational opportunities for
youth, adults, and families.
Thank you!”

Pre-registration is required for
Woony hikes. The Explore the
Woonasquatucket Recreation Se-
ries is made possible with sup-
port from REI Co-op.

More hikes have been planned
for future months:

Hike Olivia’s Forest Hike at 10
a.m., Saturday, Jan. 21: This is a
short, 0.7 mile hike, but it is de-
lightful and has some tricky spots
to traverse. So, wear your hiking
boots and get ready to enjoy the
serenity of this quiet, peaceful,
lovely path.

Hike Steere Hill Conservation
Area at 10 a.m., Saturday, Feb. 18.
Join them on this a casual 3-mile
hike through the woods and
meadows of the Steere Hill Farm
Conservation Area in Glocester.

Hike Fort Wildlife Refuge in
North Smithfield at 10 a.m., Sat-
urday, March 4. Located near
Primrose Pond, this 3 mile hike is
very near the northernmost part
of the Woonasquatucket River
Watershed. This loop trail is part
of an Audubon site, so wildlife
abounds.

Hike Heritage Park Conserva-
tion Area at 10 a.m., Saturday,
March 18: This is a lovely, wide
path with rolling hills. On the
walk through this section of the
Glocester Land Trust’s 447 acre
property, the group will amble
through beautiful forest land,
pass majestic rock ledges and

loop up and around Steere Hill
before heading back.

Hike Connors Farm Conserva-
tion Area at 10 a.m., Saturday,
April 1. Located in Smithfield,
Connors Farm is a 2.9 mile loop
trail that passes by cranberry
bogs, small brooks and ponds
and features a picnic area at the
top of a look-out spot. It's a beau-
tiful rocky terrain, with ups and
downs — there will be some up-
hill traversing on rocks.

For more details and to register,
visit WRWC.ORG/EVENTS.

Johnston Historical
Society Events

Unless otherwise noted, all
events take place at the Johnston
Historical Society Museum Barn,
101 Putnam Pike, Johnston, and
are free and open to the public.
Events are subject to change.

BY APPOINTEMENT: Please
note Both the Johnston Historical
Society museum and the Elijah
Angell House are open by ap-
pointment. The Johnston Histori-
cal Society always welcome visits
by interested individuals or
groups. Just shoot them an email
at johnstonhistorical1825@gmail.
com, or leave a message at 401-
231-3380 to set one up. To see
photos of past events, visit the
Johnston Historical Society Face-
book page at www.facebook.
com/johnstonhistorical.

More at Mohr Library

Mohr Library offers special ac-
tivities for middle-school and
high-school age kids most after-
noons. For more information con-
tact Young Adult Librarian Maris-
sa Galonski at 401-231-4980 or
email marissa@mohrlibrary.org.

Marian ]. Mohr Memorial Li-
brary is now open Saturdays from
9am. to5 p.m., Friday 9 am. to 6
p-m., and Monday through Thurs-
day from 9a.m. to 8 p.m. The li-
brary is located at 1 Memorial Av-
enue in Johnston. Visit their web-
site: mohrlibrary.org.

Neighborhood Watch
The 2022 season of Johnston's
Neighborhood Watch has official-
ly kicked off. This Neighborhood
Watch brings together residents
who want to make their neigh-
borhood safer by working togeth-
er with members of the police
department. The program pairs
residents with Johnston Police of-
ficers in an effort to open up com-
munication, meet other neighbors
and create partnerships that help

build community resiliency.

Caregivers

Are you caring for someone
with dementia who exhibits dif-
ficult to manage behaviors? You
may be eligible to participate in a
research study seeking advice
and feedback from caregivers
about what types of supports are
needed. Enrolled participants
will be compensated for their
time. The study will take place
(video call) through Rhode Island

Hospital’s Neuropsychology Pro-
gram. If interested, contact the
study coordinator Dr. Kim Chap-
man at 401-829-4310.
PrepareRI Internship Program
The 2023 applications are now
open for the PrepareRI High
School Summer Internship Pro-
gram. If you are, or have, a rising
senior this summer, this paid op-
portunity is an excellent one for
college or career resumes. Stu-
dents attend a one week paid
($15/hr.) boot camp which pre-
pares them for interviews and
work-related skills as well as
helps them to determine things
like their strengths and weak-
nesses, and then are matched to a
full-time, paid ($15/hr), five-
week summer internship that
gives them hands-on, real world
work experience in a possible ca-
reer interest. Hundreds of stu-
dents across RI participate in
these internships and the applica-
tion process is a multi-phased
process including submitting es-
says, a resume, participating in
an orientation and interviews. It
is an amazing opportunity for all
students. If you are in need of ap-
propriate work clothes, technolo-
gy or transportation, PrepareRI
will work with you.

Youth Ushers Program

Are you a high school student
aged 16-18 who loves theater? If
so, you can learn about profes-
sional theater and see shows for
free — plus earn community ser-
vice hours. It’s easy and fun! For
detailsvisit gammtheatre.org/
youthushers. Roles include: scan-
ning tickets, directing patrons in
the lobby and the theater, stuffing
and/or passing out programs,
seating patrons and answering
patron’s questions. In return, you
have the option to earn commu-
nity service hours and see Gamm
productions for free! Please con-
tact the Volunteer Coordinator,
Lauryn Sasso at 401-723-4266 x
163 or volunteer@gammtheatre.
org with any questions. Perfor-
mance Dates: Faith Healer, Jan. 12
- 29,2023, Bad Jews, March 2 - 26,
2023, The Children, April 27 -
May 14, 2023.

West Bay Chorale
Seeks Singers

West Bay Chorale will hold its
spring 2023 season kickoff and
registration meeting on Jan. 16 at
7 p.m., with registration starting
at 6:30. The meeting will take
place at St. Kevin Church, located
at 333 Sandy Lane, Warwick. Cur-
rent singers, as well as those in-
terested in joining the Chorale,
are invited to register and learn
the details of the upcoming con-
cert season. Information regard-
ing COVID related rules will be
shared. Artistic director Eric W.
Van Dervort will lead us, and the
chorale’s board of directors will
process registrations and pass out
music. All current singers and
those interested in joining must
be vaccinated and boosted as rec-

ommended and everyone must
show proof of vaccination. Masks
will either be required or recom-
mended, depending on Covid
trends. In particular, we are seek-
ing Soprano and Tenor voices.
Our concert, Earth and Sky, will
be held May 7 and will feature
Haydn’s The Heaven's are Tell-
ing, Sisi Ni Moja, Yonda” Come
Day, For the Beauty of the Earth,
as well as a new arrangement of
Morning Has Broken. Feel free to
listen to pieces from our previous
concerts on our West Bay Chorale
Facebook page. Please email us at
info@westbaychorale.org if you
are interested in joining us.

Faith Chapel’s Youth Group

Faith Chapel (located at 43 Sci-
tuate Ave., Cranston) holds a
weekly youth group for teens ag-
es 14 through 18 on Monday
nights at 6 p.m. There will be
games, snacks, fellowship and
fun.

Dungeons and Dragons

Join OneCranston Health Eg-
uity Zone on Jan. 14 from 10 a.m.
to 11:30 am. for Dungeon and
Dragons at the Huddle Center (70
Gansett Ave., Cranston). The
games will take place on the sec-
ond Saturday of every month.
There will be one room for youth
and one room for their guardians.
Guardians are required to stay if
their youth is participating. How-
ever, they are also welcome to
join the youth. Ages 10 and older
are welcome.

Free Movie Night

The Gamm Theatre (1245 Jef-
ferson Blvd., Warwick) is hosting
free movie nights where individ-
uals can enjoy their favorite films
in stadium theatre seating. The
theatre will show “The Prestige”
at 7 p.m. on Jan. 16. Drinks and
snacks will be available to pur-
chase at concessions. No tickets
necessary.

RBG Contest
How Has Justice Ruth Bader
Ginsburg (RBG) Inspired Me?
RWU Law Announces RBG Con-
test for K-12 Students — Rhode
Island elementary, middle and
high school students are invited
to submit drawings, essays on
how iconic U.S. Supreme Court
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg has
inspired them. Visit law.rwu.
edu/events/essayart-contest-
how-has-justice-ruth-bader-gins-
burg-rbg-inspired-me for details.
Contest Deadline: Jan. 31, 2023 by
5 p.m. Questions may be directed

to RBGessay@rwu.edu.

Editor’s Note: Send submissions
to rorys@rhodybeat.com. Photos in
jpg format are accepted and news can
include community events, promo-
tions, academic news and nonprofit
events. Email today and see your
news in our column in the Johnston
Sun Rise. Please include a daytime
telephone number in case we require
any further information.

SUAY CONINECETED

withlalllyourlocalinews™

johnstonsunrise.net
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WHO’S WHO: Mayors from all over the state were on-hand Monday night to show support for Johnston's new Mayor Joseph Polisena Jr. They joined Rhode Island’s two
senators and a long list of Ocean State politicians. (Sun Rise photo by Pete Fontaine)

POLICE: ‘Overtired’ Amazon site worker found QOQbituaries
asleep behind the wheel, charged with DUI

By RORY SCHULER

An Amazon construction site worker was ar-
rested after police found him asleep behind the
wheel of his vehicle, stopped in the middle of a
Johnston road.

Around 6 a.m., Dec. 16, Johnston Patrolman
Patrick Gendreau responded to the area of 26 Put-
nam Ave. for the report of a driver asleep behind
the wheel of their vehicle in the middle of the
road.

According to the arrest report, Gendreau dis-
covered a 2010 Toyota Highlander stopped in the
middle of the road on the eastbound side. He en-
gaged his emergency lights and sirens while ap-
proaching the vehicle “in and attempt to create
space between the vehicle and traffic which had
built up behind it.”

Gendreau looked inside the vehicle and found
the driver asleep, with the car in drive and his
foot on the brake. The doors were locked. Gen-
dreau positioned his cruiser in front of the SUV
“before again exiting and attempting to awaken
the operator.

“As I continued to knock and the driver re-
mained unconscious, Ptlm. Anderson as well as
the Johnston Fire Department arrived on scene,”
Gendreau wrote in the arrest report.

Police approached the passenger side window,
and using a flashlight, broke the window of the
motor vehicle and unlocked the door before open-
ing it. The driver finally woke up.

“I advised the operator to put the motor vehicle

in park (and) he complied, and then requested
that he turn off the engine and provide an identi-
fication card,” Gendreau wrote.

Police identified the driver as Jason P. Roy, of
146 Victory Highway, Burrillville.

Police say they noticed an opened package of
Samuel Adams Lager in the front passenger seat,
with several beverages missing. Gendreau noted
the “over powering smell of alcohol.”

Roy allegedly had “mumbled speech and blood-
shot eyes.” Police asked him if he was drinking.

“Mr. Roy responded in stating that he had con-
sumed several beers throughout the course of the
night, although he advised me that he was not
intoxicated but rather was over tired from work-
ing at Amazon,” Gendreau wrote.

Police asked Roy to submit to a series of stan-
dardized field sobriety tests and he consented.
Following the tests, Gendreau placed Roy “under
arrest for the suspicion of operating a motor ve-
hicle while under the influence of intoxicating li-
quor and/or drugs.”

He was handcuffed, read his rights and trans-
ported to the Johnston Police Headquarters. His
vehicle was towed from the scene.

Roy consented to a chemical breath test. Police
say the results showed a BAC of 0.167 on the first
test, and 0.165 on the second. Roy was charged
with DUI of Liquor or Drugs (first offense, 0.15 or
greater), and received citations for Prohibit Park/
Stop Roadway Side of Vehicle Stop/Park at Edge/
Curb of Street and Operate Vehicle with Unsealed
Alcoholic Beverage (first offense).

JOHNSTON PoLICE Lo¢

IDENTY FRAUD

Around 1:45 p.m., Dec. 21,
Johnston Police responded to an
unidentified in town bank (po-
lice redacted the name of the
bank in the public arrest report)
after a teller reported a woman
was allegedly attempting to
pass a fraudulent check, while
also using a stolen debit card
and driver’s license.

The caller informed police
that the suspect was currently in
the drive-through teller lane,
operating a white SUV. She was
described as a white female with
blonde hair.

Johnston Police Administra-
tive Division Commander Capt.
Joseph Salvadore followed the
vehicle from the bank parking
lot, onto Atwood Avenue north-
bound, then onto Route 6 east-
bound, according to the incident
report.

Police initiated a motor vehi-
cle stop and identified the sus-
pect as Melissa Escomilha, of
192 Pond St., Woonsocket. She

was taken into custody.

Upon arrival at the bank,
Johnston Police Patrolman Mat-
thew V. Leveillee met with the
branch manager and the teller.
They told police that the suspect
handed the teller a license, bank
debit card and a check for
$3,000. Police collected docu-
mentary evidence and surveil-
lance images at the scene.

Escomilha was placed under
arrest and charged with Forgery
(felony), Identity Fraud (first of-
fense; felony), Obtaining Money
Under False Pretenses (attempt-
ed; a felony), and Receiving Sto-
len Goods (misdemeanor).

WARRANT ARREST

At 4:56 p.m. on Jan. 3, Crans-
ton Police arrested Alexandra
Pontarelli, 28, of 5 Tarragon
Drive, Johnston, on an Out-
standing Arrest Warrant issued
by the West Warwick Police De-
partment. The arrest was the re-
sult of a motor vehicle stop in

the area of Randall Street and
Kingwood Street. Pontarelli was
transferred over to the West
Warwick Police Department.

RISP NEW YEARS DUI REPORT
The Rhode Island State Police
(RISP) announced troopers
made 13 DUI arrests over the
New Year’s Holiday Weekend.

During the course of the New
Year’s holiday weekend, the
State Police report that 13 indi-
viduals were arrested for Driv-
ing Under the Influence, accord-
ing to a press release.

State Troopers said they also
investigated 54 motor vehicle
crashes and issued 424 sum-
mons for traffic violations.

EDITOR’S NOTE: The following
police log information has been
taken from public record police in-
cident and arrest reports provided
by the Johnston Police Department
and other local law enforcement
agencies.

Christopher Joseph Gregelevich

A beloved husband, fa-
ther and grandfather,
Christopher Joseph Gre-
gelevich, 59, of Johnston,
passed away, at home, af-
ter a two-year illness, on
January 7th, 2023, sur-
rounded by his loving
family. He was a son of the
late Earl and Louise (Cor-
nell) Swift. He is survived
by his devoted spouse, To-
bey (Pina) Gregelevich in
addition to his children,
Mr. and Mrs. Christopher and Kasondra Gregelevich Jr.,
of West Warwick. Mr. Michael Pina of New York, Mr. and
Mrs. Earl and Haely Pina of Coventry, Mr. and Mrs. Sta-
cey Lee and Steven Either of Johnston and Mr. and Mrs.
Kayla and Robert Aquire of Slaterville. He is also sur-
vived by his ten precious grandchildren by whom he will
be sorely missed. Chris was predeceased by his son An-
thony Pina.

Chris was the light of my life, my one in a million, a
guy's guy who worked hard on his life's passion of re-
storing antique automobiles. He was a family man and
loved to take his family on yearly camping and fishing
trips. He was smart and handsome with a great personal-
ity and incredible sense of humor. He will be remem-
bered for his big, beautiful smile and huge heart to
match. He was kind and loving, always willing and
happy to show off his cooking skills whether it was for a
holiday feast or a campfire delight. His spirit and love
kept us going through good times and bad times, he
loved life and showed all of us, through his example,
how to appreciate it as well. he loved dressing up for
Halloween and even won a few contests, he loved dress-
ing up in Christmas costumes, he made the best of every-
day regardless of any circumstances. He was our guiding
light, our love and strength. So long for now, until we
meet again.

Services for Christopher will be held at the Berarducci
Home, burial will be in St Ann's Cemetery. Services will
be private at Christopher's request. Friends and relatives
may leave a condolence for his family.

VMargarete H. Y
Hosemann

861h Birthday Remenibrance
JANUARY 14

Obituaries

In your time of need, the
Johnston Sun Rise will
print your loved one’s full
obituary for a small charge.
The paper also places the
obituary on our website,
johnstonsunrise.net.

Should you desire our
services, kindly inform your
funeral director, or call
(401) 732-3100 or email
AshleyM@rhodybeat.com
for additional information.
Obituary prices start at
$60. You may include the
obituary in any of our other
newspapers for half price.

We celebrate your 86th birthday,
But you are always with us
And we remember the good
times we were together.

Loved & missed and never forgotten.

' Family, Friends & '

Peannt

— Thank you
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3 Chances to Win

*10,000

for just *100

Odds of winning 1 in 333 for each ticket

First Prize *10,000

Second Prize

Third Prize

$750 Voucher $500

for Pinnacle TV

Gift Certificates

Tickets available at the

Warwick Beacon

1944 Warwick Ave. and
Greenwood Credit Union
2669 Post Rd., Warwick

All proceeds to benefit non-profits supported by the Warwick Rotary Club

GET READY: Outgoing mayor Joseph M. Polisena called the room to order as
friends, family and political allies posed for photos before Monday's ceremony. (Sun
Rise photo by John Howell)

Both mayors thank the
night’s Transition Team

By PETE FONTAINE

There was a classic case of what re-elected Johnston Town Council President Rob-
ert V. Russo called “Confidence in our Community” during Monday night’s inaugu-
ration of Mayor Joseph Michael Polisena Jr.

That trait, Russo emphasized while he listed the town’s economic expansions un-
der the leadership of outgoing Mayor Joseph Polisena, shows how the town’s elected
officials are working together for Johnston. None of this could have been possible
without people and companies “having confidence in our community,” he said.

Which may explain why people like Gary Salzillo, who owns and operates North-
east Auto Body and has helped countless sports groups in town, said as he took in
Monday night’s special ceremony: “I've never — ever — seen so many people in this
auditorium.”

A standing room-only crowd packed into every seat and nook-and cranny of the
Johnston High School Auditorium, which was continuously filled with applause, as
well as standing ovations. The entire event’s planning began many months ago with
the formation of the Mayoral Transition Team.

“We had some curve balls along the way,” Polisena Jr. offered. “But everything
worked. I want to thank everyone for their help leading up to tonight.”

The Mayoral Transition Team was led, in part, by now retired and decorated Police
Chief Richard S. Tamburini and included Polisena Jr., Stephen Mandarelli, Taylor A.
Russo, Douglas Jeffrey and Sean J. Clough.

Likewise, the Inaugural Committee was made up of Bethany Alviano, Agnes Man-
cini, Gini Martellini and Edith Restrepo, and received countless compliments from a
number of the night’s attendees.

Now former Mayor Joseph M. Polisena and his wife Lucy, the parents of the new
mayor, invited everyone to a food and fun-filled reception. They issued countless
words of gratitude, and directed their thanks toward individuals like Fire Chief Rob-
ert Bradley Jr. of the Mansfield Fire Department, and included JSD Facilities Director
Jerri Cantone and her staff, John Rick of Atwood Florist, JPD Major Thomas Dolan
and the Johnston Police Explorers, the Ron Lamoureux directed JHS band, Matt
Gingras-led Treble Choir, The Social Kitchen Catering, and the JFD and JPD Color
Guards.

SOCIAL SERVERS: Among the many people who helped make Monday Night's
Mayoral Inauguration a success were Brittany Rice, Shannon Hamm-Lombardi,
Emma DeSalvo from Pete Matteo’s Social Kitchen. At the reception following the
ceremony, they served guests delicious foods prepared by Chef Jamie Beaulieu.
(Sun Rise photo by Pete Fontaine)
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PROUD PROFESSOR: Among the dignitaries who praised Mayor Joseph Polisena
Jr. Monday night was U.S. Senator Sheldon Whitehouse, who was his professor
during his studies at the Roger Williams University School of Law. (Sun Rise photo

by Pete Fontaine)

SEN. WHITEHOUSE: ‘Proud to
have had you as a student’

By PETE FONTAINE

rom  Bishop
Hendricken
High School to
Johnston Town
Hall.

That’s the path Jo-
seph Michael Polisena
Jr. traveled to Monday
night’s historic swear-
ing-in after successfully
succeeding his father as
Mayor of the Town of
Johnston, where they
both were born.

Along the way,
Polisena Jr. earned
three law degrees that
included studying at
Roger Williams Univer-
sity School of Law un-
der former U.S. Attor-
ney, the Ocean State’s
71st Attorney General
and current U.S. Sen.
Sheldon Whitehouse,
who was among the
special speakers during
Monday’s highly im-
pressive ceremony.

“I'm very proud to
have had you as a stu-
dent,” Whitehouse
said. “I'm looking for-
ward to following your
days as mayor and I'm
confident you will suc-
ceed and continue to
distinguish Johnston
just as your father did.”

Polisena Jr., who as a
member of the Rhode
Island Bar Association,
enrolled in Rhode Is-
land College in 2009
and earned a Bachelor
of Arts in Criminal Jus-
tice in 2012 following
his e¢raduation from

Bishop Hendricken.

His next stop was the
Roger Williams Univer-
sity of School of Law
where he earned the
prestigious Juris Doctor
in 2015 then enrolled in
Providence College and
earned a Master of
Business Administra-
tion Degree in 2021.

In 2016 Polisena ]Jr.
started as a staff attor-
ney with the Rhode Is-
land Public Defender’s
Office and worked in
Courtroom 4G (pretrial
calendar) in Providence
County handling any-
where between 10-50
cases per day.

Then, in October
2017, he moved to Kent
County Courtroom 2D
handling District Court
in Courtroom 2B in
front of Rhode Island
District Court Adminis-
trative Judge Elaine T.

Bucci, handling the
District Court state cal-
endar.

While in Kent Coun-
ty, he also handled Su-
perior Court violations,
and then in August
2018 he was reassigned
to Newport County to
handle misdemeanors
and felonies.

Polisena Jr. also
served as Town Council
Vice President follow-
ing his election in 2018
and was a Municipal
Prosecutor for the City
of Cranston and opened
his private practice, the
Law Offices of Joseph
Polisena Jr.

On Monday morning,
he moved into the of-
fice his father has oc-
cupied for 16 years —
now known as the Ex-
ecutive Chamber of
Johnston Mayor Joseph
Polisena Jr.

SCITUATE OIL CO., INC.
944-9666

« C.O.D.

« Residential

o Commercial

« Discount Fuel Oil
« Heating Assistance Vendor

— SENIOR CITIZENS DISCOUNT —
Gift Certificates Available « M/C & Visa « Lic. #172

Brilliant Basement
Waterproofing, LLC

Over 36 Years Combined Experience
Fully Transferable Written Lifetime
Guarantee’, Sump Pumps,
Pumps Eliminated in Most Homes
Crawl Spaces, Yard Drainage
*written details available upon request

HIC. 0653192 « RI Lic. #43473
CALLUS

401-541-5985

R215544

www.brilliantbasementwaterproofing.com

ANSWER TO THIS
WEEK’S PUZZLE

Johnston
Sun Rise

ARE LOOKING TG

1309 Plalnﬁeld Street, ]ohnston
401-459-8199 lease send resume t
DAYCARE « GROOMING © TRAINING  SELF-WASHING " '

Call today to reserve your spot!

HOME LOAN

INVESTMENT BANK®

Rates Worth Your Interest!

Soaring 3 Year

Savings

4.00% 4. 25%
APY: APY:
¢ NEW LOCATIONS!

3803 Post Rd
Warwick, RI
(1p1:3:1

187 Wickenden St
Providence, RI
02903

2381 Post Rd
Warwick, RI
(174:3:1

1 Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is effective as of 11/7/2022 and subject to change
thereafter. $60,000 minimum daily balance is required during each monthly cycle
period to earn interest. Other fees and/or charges may apply and could reduce
earnings.

2 Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is effective as of 11/7/2022 and subject to change
thereafter. $1,000 minimum daily balance is required during each monthly cycle
period to earn interest. Fees could reduce earnings. Substantial penalties for early
withdrawal.

JANUARY AND FEBRUARY WINTER SALE

%p a stunning selection of lingerie to support and flatter your figure.

We offer complimentary bra fitting service to ensure a perfectly comfortable fit. !

Enjoy personal shopping service.

During the current Pandemic, we recommend that you call for an appointment.

Ruth’s Lingerie

106 ROLFE ST. | CRANSTON 1401-941-5155 | www.ruthsofri.com

| Get the Medicare Benefits You Deserve

v" Medical
v’ Vision
v OTC

v" Dental
v' Hearing Aids
v' Gym Membership

Plans Starting at $0 Premium

Call Today (401) 542-2600

Meet with a local agent at 22A Lark Industrial Parkway, Greenville, Rl 02828

Representatives are Member Agents of WeCanHelpYou.Org ¢ A 501(c)(3) non-profit organization providing complimentary Medicare
education and enrollment services

We do not offer every plan available in your area. Any information we provide is limited to those plans we do offer in your

area. Please contact Medicare.gov or 1-800-MEDICARE to get information on all of your options.
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New Fire
Chief
sworn-in

JFD: Johnston’s
new Fire Chief
David lannuccilli
took the oath of
office Monday
night, replacing
Peter Lamb.
(Sun Rise photo
by John Howell)

NEW LEADERSHIP:
Johnston Fire Chief
David lannuccilli and
Assistant Chief Richard
K. Boehm took the oath
together at the ceremo-
ny. Before the inaugura-
tion began, they posed
for a photo with the
Johnston Fire Depart-
ment Color Guard.
(Photo courtesy Jona-
than V. Pistacchio, Vice
President Johnston
Association of Fire
Fighters, Local 1950)

Helping Local Buinesses Thnive & Sunvive

Thanke Yo
New England
Coin Exchange |
ton youn continued oally Coll w at 732-3100 G aduoitie. goun busauei
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LIKE FATHER, LIKE SON: Joseph Polisena Jr. is all smiles alongside by his fa-
ther long-time Johnston Mayor Joseph Polisena prior to Monday's inauguration.
(Sun Rise photo by Pete Fontaine)

In his own words, the 2023
Mayoral Inauguration Address

By Joseph M. Polisena Jr.

Ladies and Gentlemen, I stand before you tonight with a mandate. Not a mandate
for myself, a last name or any particular individual, but a mandate for a message.

That message is clear, it’s concise, it’s essential. It’s a message I ran on and a mes-
sage I will govern on: stable taxes, good public education, effective public safety ef-
ficient town services. These issues, they serve as the bedrock foundation for any
government. But in addition to a message, which is what we, as public servants say,
it matters just as much how we say it. Why? Because as leaders, what we say is
heard. Our words, language, tone, all of it is consumed, digested and analyzed. It
serves as policy initiatives, talking points and headlines.

But we have reached an inflection point in our society. Politics has now bled into
the workplace, the classroom, sporting events, and just about every fabric of our life.
It has all consumed ordinary individuals ended enduring friendships and even
caused irreparable fissures in families. We must ask ourselves, how did we get here?
You don’t have to look far to figure it out It’s because now, we seem to pay attention
to those who are the loudest, rather than wisest, among us. And it's dangerous to
mistake speaking without thought, for speaking the truth. But, too often, those in
positions of power they give too much credence a loud minority.

A minority not defined by race, gender, ethnicity, or sexual orientation, but a mi-
nority defined by lacking logic in its simplest form. They seek to spread chaos, lies
and distrust between the general public and those who represent them, offering
statements and notions so outlandish, you can't tell if you're listening seriousness or
satire. Those who once only lurked within the bowels of talk radio and the darkest
corners of the internet for the first time they have risen to the surface of our society.

Their views now affirmed and grievances now validated.

But born out of this loud minority is hope, it lies within not just me, but many of
us here tonight — the exhausted majority. We are a coalition of individuals, who
originate from different backgrounds and cultures, but, unlike the others we crave
normalcy, not chaos, we are not defined by one political party or one individual, in-
stead, what unites us is a collective belief that when we use our commonalities to
define us, rather than our differences,

there is no obstacle too big, no task too difficult and no dream out of reach. We seek
to ease pain of others rather than weaponize it. We search for compromise instead of
conflict. We believe in equality of opportunity, not equality of outcome. And we are
forever bound by our pursuit of freedom, opportunity and prosperity. It is these
principles that will propel us into a brighter future.

A future of where each tomorrow looks better than today.

It is for this future I will work to achieve. I will do it with respect, empathy and
understanding. Rather than prey on your grievance and anger, I will play to your
hope and strength. Focusing on what unites us, not divides us. And I will do every-
thing can to fight those who wish to invoke chaos rather than seek order. As you've
seen with the decisions made so far, do not mistake my lack of propensity to speak,
as lack of ability to act, as my strength will be achieved through decisiveness and
stability, not indecision and bluster.

My success will be achieved not only through my actions, but the actions of those
[ surround myself with, for not just myself, but any leader is only as good those who
surround them. I will look to be judged by not only through my successes, but how
I respond to my failures. I will be the constant reminder that while we may differ on
many issues, we all share the same core principles. To live our lives with the freedom
we have been granted in pursuit of the happiness we all deserve. And I believe that
pursuit of prosperity doesn’t start at the top, but rather at the bottom, with mayors,
town managers, local council and school committee members. And it starts with the
four core principles I stated earlier with the aforementioned all playing a critical role.
My sole effort is on improving your quality of life here in Johnston, focusing only on
things within my control. With stable property taxes, you can keep more of your
hard-earned income. With good public education you can have hope in the genera-
tion that follows. With strong public safety you can have the comfort to walk your
neighborhood at night, or know that if you suffer a health emergency, qualified pro-
fessionals are just minutes away. With efficient town services and infrastructure, you
don’t have to worry about a flooded house, a decrepit road, or a snow filled street
jeopardizing your safety. That is the real foundation of prosperity. And with a solid
foundation — our great American experiment, the greatest creation we’ve ever been
given - will never fail.

Editor’s Note: This address was delivered at the inaugural ceremony held on the evening
of Jan. 9, 2023, in the Johnston High School auditorium. This is the unedited text provided
by the newly sworn-in Johnston mayor.

Great rates are here.

4.50™

ANNUAL PERCENTAGE YIELD*

15-MONTH CD

(NEW MONEY ONLY)

3.00"

ANNUAL PERCENTAGE YIELD**

MONEY MARKET
ACCOUNT

($10,000 NEW MONEY REQUIRED)

If you’re looking to save more money, we have two great
rates on two great ways to help you do just that.

Visit any one of our 18 locations (soon to be 20!) to get
started today or call 1-800-377-4424.

Centreville2ank.

centrevillebank.com/GreatRates

*15Month CD: Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 1/9/2023 and requires Personal Premium Checking or Personal Premium Money MarketAccountto qualify. Ifthe
Personal Premium Checking or Personal Premium Money Market Account is closed, the interest rate and APY will default to the interest rate and APY effective at account opening.
Regular Rate for non-premium customers is 4.25% APY. New Money only. New money is defined as money not on deposit with Centreville Bank within the last 30 days. Minimum
opening deposit of $1,000. Penalty will be imposed for early withdrawal. Fees may reduce earnings. Minimum balance to eam interest $1,000. This is a limited time offer and may
be withdrawn at any time. **Personal Premium Promotional Money Market Account: Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is accurate as of 1/9/2023. APY guaranteed
for first 6-Months after account opening, after which the APY is subject to change without notice. Required minimum opening deposit of §10,000 New Money only. New Money is
defined y noton depositwith Centreville Bank withinthe last 30 days. Minimum daily balance to earn interestis $10,000. Fees may reduce eamings. Personal accounts only.
This is a limited time offer and may be withdrawn at any time.

) EQUAL HOUSING LENDER | NMLS#402947 | MEMBER FDIC EHin

Advertise in our newspapers
and reach over
32,000 homes

in Cranston, Goventry, Johnston,
Warwick, West Greenwich & West Warwick
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) WASH ° DRY « FOLD
! State-af the-Art | Drop Off Service
Equipment - oty T9¢ per Ib.
SHIIIE ”Id PfiL'ES.’ Includes Softener, Bleach, Soap & Hangers
Same Day Service

Jain’s Laundry

Plaza 44 - 39 Putnam Pike  Johnston * 231-7019

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am-9pm; Sat. & Sun. 7am-8pm

By JENNIFER COATES

When Kaushal and Sripal Jain moved to America from
India in 1976, they came with little but a dream and an
uncompromising work ethic. They settled into life in our
country and eventually welcomed a young son. They named
him Akshay whose name means “eternal, immortal and
indestructible” in Sanskrit ~ perfect words to describe their
now incredibly accomplished and impressive son.

The same year that Akshay was born, the Jain's landed
upon an opportunity to own and operate a laundromat on
Route 44 in Johnston; thus was born Jain's Laundry. Now,
twenty-eight years later, the laundromat is going as strong
as ever, as is their successful son. Akshay is now working
on his PhD in BioTech at Harvard University while doing
cancer research at nearby Dana-Farber Research Hospital.
Both Akshay and his parents are the personification of the
“American Dream

Today, customers of Jain's Laundry will find a full-service
“wash-dry-fold" laundromat. If you don't want to consume
your time wrestling with piles of clothes, bring your
laundry in and trust it to the care of Kaushal Jain. She has
committed 28 years of her life to serving her customers.
She is meticulous and consistent. She will wash, soften,
and dry your clothes, then fold them and wrap them up to
go ~ all within a few hours. This is an amazing convenience,
all for only .69cents/pound. The math is simple enough -
ten pounds of dirty clothes, dropped off in the morning and
ready to go by day’s end - all for less than $7.00. Fifteen
pounds of dirty clothes dropped off on the way to work and
ready to go by dinner - all for under $11.00.

If you are more of a do-it-yourselfer, then you will find a

FULL & PART-TIME
POSITIONS AVAILABLE

1253 Hartford Ave.
Johnston, Rl 02919

NOW ENROLLING

6 Weeks — 12 Years Old

L OCAL BUSINESS
PG

Jain’s Laundry

Don’t get bogged down under a pile of clothes this winter

1

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Meet Kaushal Jain who, along with her husband Sripal, owns and operates Jain’s Laundry on Rte. 44 in
Johnston. You will find everything you need here to clean your laundry in 2023.

large room full of coin-operated washers and dryers. There
are folding tables for easy sorting and folding. Don't have
enough quarters? No worries ~ there is a change machine
that accepts up to a $20.00 bill available here.

There are large capacity machines available for all size
loads, from 25 pounds to 65 pounds. The top loading
machines are available here for only $2.00 per load
compared to $2.50 in most other places. New state-of-
the-art dryers are installed which are incredibly efficient,
rotating both clockwise and counter-clockwise to prevent
the bunching and twisting that can make drying uneven in

¢ WARWICK BEACON

¢ CRANSTON HERALD

* JOHNSTON SUNRISE

¢ THE REMINDER

* RI NEWSPAPER GROUP

BEACON

COMMUNICATIONS

DONNA ZARRELLA

ADVERTISING DIRECTOR

DonnaZ@rhodybeat.com
p 401-732-3100

¢ WARWICK BEACON

¢ CRANSTON HERALD

* JOHNSTON SUNRISE

¢ THE REMINDER

* RI NEWSPAPER GROUP

BEACON

COMMUNICATIONS

NATALIE PAYETTE

ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE

nataliep@rhodybeat.com
p 401-732-3100

1944 WARWICK AVENUE, WARWICK, RHODE ISLAND 02889

Your Target Audience is reading...

For information about advertising on this page,

call 732-3100 today.

conventional dryers.

Vending machines are also on-site if you need to re-stock
your supply of detergent, softener or laundry bags. There
is never a need to wait because there are rows and rows
of machines ready to go at any given time. Everything you
need is right here at Jain's Laundry.

Jain’s Laundry is found in the Plaza 44 shopping plaza
on 39 Putnam Pike. It is open seven days each week - from
8 am to 9 pm, Monday through Friday, and 7 am to 8 pm
on Saturday and Sunday. For more information about their
services, call 401-231-7019.

THE PRESERVE AT BRIARCLIFFE

Supportive Independent and ed Living

CALL 401.944.2450
TO SCHEDULE A
PERSONAL TOUR

Convenient to US Hwy 6 and I-295 in Johnston, Rl

54 Old Pocasset Road | briarclifferi.com

Make sure
they’ll be
reading
about YOU!
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m Mayor
(Continued from page 1)

night was a “Who’s Who in Rhode Island” as people
joined together to usher in the Joseph Michael Polisena
Jr. era out of respect for what RI Senate President Dom-
inick J. Ruggiero assessed was “his father’s tenure as a
dedicated distinguished public servant.”

The night was also filled with history, as Mayor
Polisena Sr. administered a moving and heart-warming
Oath of Office to his beloved son Joseph Michael Polise-
na Jr. that ended with a love-filled hug and embrace.

Almost as soon as he finished the swearing in, which
marked the first time in the state’s history a father
swore in his son, the standing room-only crowd sent
applause and cheers echoing throughout the auditori-
um.

Polisena Jr. then stepped to the lectern and issued a
heart-felt “thank you” and began his first-ever mayoral
address.

“Ladies and gentlemen, I stand before you tonight
with a mandate. Not a mandate for myself, a last name
of any particular individual but a mandate for a mes-
sage that is clear, it’s concise, it’s essential. It's a message
I ran on and a message I will govern on: stable taxes,
good public education, effective public safety and effi-
cient town services.”

He then paused before adding: “These issues, they
serve as the bedrock foundation for any government.”

After elaborating on numerous subjects, Mayor
Polisena Jr. concluded: “With efficient town services
and infrastructure you don’t have to worry about a
flooded house, a decrepit road or snow filled street
jeopardizing your public safety. That is the real founda-
tion of prosperity. And with a solid foundation, our
great American experiment, the greatest creation we’ve
ever been given — will never fail.”

The speaking program also included U.S. Senators
Jack Reed and Sheldon Whitehouse and Rhode Island
Attorney General Peter Neronha, who heaped words of
praise upon Polisena Jr. and toasted Polisena Sr. for
“transforming Johnston into one of the most thriving,
no tax increase and on-going economic development in
the state.”

As several speakers related, “this transfer of power
from father to son just doesn’t happen and that’s what
make tonight so special.”

It was special for Mark A. Vieira, who was promoted
to Police Chief, and Matthew G. Leduc as Deputy Chief.
Likewise, David ITannuccilli was named Johnston Fire
Chief with Richard K. Boehm as Assistant Chief.

Robert V. Russo was re-elected Town Council Presi-
dent and Lauren Garzone moved into the vice presi-
dent’s post which was occupied by Polisena Jr., who is
succeeded by Al Carnevale who took his fist-ever Oath
of Office. Town Council was rounded out by veteran
members Robert Civetti and Linda Folacrelli.

Former Johnston Housing Director David aRusso was
named Municipal Court Judge. Frank Manni was ap-
pointed Auxiliary Municipal Court Judge. And Priscilla
Facha DiMaio was appointed Johnston’s Probate Court
Judge.

Vince Baccari was once again sworn-in as Johnston’s
Town Clerk.

Perhaps Russo, who recanted 20 major milestones
that took place during Mayor Polisena’s highly success-
ful tenure, said it best about Inauguration 2023.

“This is a great night,” Russo began. “How proud
must it be to transfer the reins of government to your
child — Joe and Lucy congratulations you have created
a legacy of public service to our community.”

Russo, who issued thanks to the entire town, empha-
sized that being an elected officials is no easy task. He
then turned to Polisena Jr. saying: “Joe Jr. I wish you all
the luck and good will in taking on your new job. To our
family I thank you, as well as our own families — for
sacrificing every day in allowing us to be Public Ser-
vants.”

The veteran Town Council President then offered:
“Joe, I know one person that is extremely proud tonight
and that is Grandma Julie looking on you from heaven.”

Russo also declared: “Our new mayor will continue
to bring Johnston forward with new energy, new ideas
and a focus on increasing the quality of life of our resi- OATH TAKEN: Now former Mayor Joseph M. Polisena delivers the oath of office to his son, Joe Polisena Jr.,
dents.” whose f)amily accompanied him on-stage in the Johnston High School auditorium. (Sun Rise photo by Rory

Schuler,

SPECIAL SON: Lucy Polisena is all smiles as she joins her son — Mayor Joseph Polisena Jr. — who was sworn
in at an inauguration ceremony Monday night. (Sun Rise photo by Pete Fontaine)

IGGY’S COMBO IGGY’S COMBO

12 CLAM CAKES ANY 2 DINNERS
2 PINTS OF CHOWDER INCLUDES CHOWDER OR

! SALAD, 6 CLAM CAKES,
2 FOUNTAIN DRINKS i % DOUGHBOYS

“““““ o GifTiee FREE W $2095. 43095,

Not valid with Online, GrubHub and DoorDash orders.
May not be combined with any other offer.

1 Notvalid with Online, GrubHub and DoorDash orders.
1 May not be combined with any other offer.
Not valid at Boardwalk. Exp. 1/31/23 : Not valid at Boardwalk. Exp. 1/31/23

‘ . $10 GIFT CARD
| i

: SHOW THIS COUPON TO YOUR SERVER UPON ORDERING :

H i

: *Not valid at Iggy's Chowderhouses, on take-out orders (Including Grubhub & Doordash), or on Holidays. E FO R EV E RY $ 5 O

+ *Cannot be combined with any other offer. *Excludes all lobster dishes *18% gratuity added to bill before discount i

H *No separate checks allowed Only valid Sunday - Thursday. Other restrictions may apply *Taxes not included E G I FT CA R D P U R C H AS E

i R Pﬁfr_ef;zir_ef_l/(il/ﬁ H ) n lGGY’ RI
EXPRESS ONLINE ORDERING FOR TAKE-OUT @ IGGYSRI.COM ~ DOORDASH  GRUBHUB @ @ IGGYSRI.COM
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Sports

Panthers clinch playoff berth

JHS
hoops
rolls to
7-0 start

By ALEX SPONSELLER

The Johnston boys bas-
ketball team rolled to two
more wins, beating Provi-
dence Country Day 82-38
last week then cruising to
an 84-32 decision over
Times2 Academy on Mon-
day. The wins improved
the team’s record to a per-
fect 7-0 in league play
which clinched the Pan-
thers a playoff berth.

Anthony  Corsinetti
stayed hot and led the
team with 19 points
against PCD while TJ Leo-
mensah added 15 points
on five 3-pointers. Camer-
on Walker, Derek Salva-
tore and Brandon Testa all
added 10 points as well.

Coach Mike Bedrosian
was thrilled to see his club
clinch a postseason ap-
pearance early this season,
especially with Camani
Batista closing in on his
return to action. Batista
has been sidelined to this
point as he is going
through transfer protocols
after returning home from
Bishop Hendricken.

“Our goal is to make the
playoffs, so that is our first
check mark. This is a big
week with three games,
including games against
Shea and Tolman who are
two of the top teams in our
division. If we can get
those wins, get to 9-0 with
Camani Batista returning,

B CLINCH - PAGE 19 DRIVING TO THE BASKET: Johnston's Anthony Corsinetti drives to the hoop against PCD last week. (Photos by Alex Sponseller)

Martins

takes
2nd in
Westerly

Johnston High School
wrestler Logan Martins
had another big perfor-
mance last weekend, tak-
ing second at 120 pounds
at the Chad Antoch Me-
morial Tournament in
Westerly. It was the soph-
omore grappler's second,
second place finish this
season. Martins finished
fourth at states last year
as a freshman and is hop-
ing to not only take his di-
vision this time around,
but to also qualify for the
upcoming New England
championships. (Submit-
ted photos)
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Truss next In line to hear name called

he Georgia Bulldogs rolled to a his-

toric 65-7 National Championship
win over TCU on Monday evening. It
was their second straight national title
and the second championship for Rhode
Island native Xavier Truss, who was the
team’s starting left guard.

The Bishop Hendricken grad really
made his presence felt this season for
Georgia. He was recruited as a tackle
and got his first taste of action in spurts
last year as a sophomore. As a junior this
season, he transitioned inside to guard
and by Monday’s game, had a firm
grasp on the starting spot.

We’ve seen more and more locals
reach the professional level across many
sports in the last few years and it ap-
pears that Truss is next in line. He will be
back in Georgia for his senior season, but
it is hard to picture a scenario in which
he is not drafted in the 2024 NFL Draft.

He will be a two-year starter for the
best program in college football and per-
haps the best offense. He is only improv-
ing and will have another season of
work under his belt. I'm not sure how
high he’ll go, but I think if he continues
this path, he will certainly hear his name
called to the podium in the spring of
2024.

As always, anytime a local makes
noise on the national stage, I have to take
a moment to give them a shout out.
Rhode Island is not exactly a football
hotbed like Texas, Florida, California, so
for one of our guys to get recruited to a
major FBS school like Georgia and earn a
starting spot, the odds are against it.

That’s one thing that I believe gets lost
often when it comes to college recruits at
the Division I level. We see kids all the
time get recruited to these programs, but
so often they fail to reach the field in
their short four-year opportunity. The

My pitch

by
ALEX SPONSELLER
SrorTs EDITOR

ALEXS@
RHODYBEAT.COM

college experience goes by fast, and ev-
ery year these programs are recruiting,
recruiting, recruiting. You have such a
short window to make a splash, and
Truss did just that.

I think the question now becomes, will
he stay inside or work his way back to
the tackle position next fall? There is
more money for tackles as it is a premi-
um position in today’s NFL, but at the
same time, if he is putting in the work on
the inside and finding success, maybe he
should continue to grind there. There is
a reason he was kicked inside. Maybe
the staff felt he was better off there,
maybe they just had more tackles than
guards, who knows. Either way, it will
be interesting to see where he lands next
fall.

Will Blackmon, Kwity Paye, Xavier
Truss, Jason Onye, Hendricken contin-
ues to churn out these Division I recruits
and we are seeing them continue to
shine when given their chance. Onye is
next in line as he just finished his fresh-
man season with the Fighting Irish. Will
he be the next Hawk to garner draft
buzz?

Congrats to Truss and the Bulldogs.
What an impressive performance on the

CCRI remains at No. 4

FROM STAFF REPORTS

The Community College of Rhode Is-
land women'’s basketball team remains
ranked No. 4 in the latest NJCAA Division
[II national poll following Sunday’s 82-70
win over Southern Maine Community
College at the Warwick Field House.

The Knights have won seven in a row
dating back to mid-November and remain
unbeaten in Region XXI play at 4-0. CCRI
has been firmly planted at No. 4 in the
NJCAA since the Week 6 rankings were
released December 12. Unbeaten Roches-
ter is currently No. 1 in the nation followed
by Owens and Minnesota West at No. 2
and 3, respectively.

The Knights remain one the nation’s top
offensive teams; they are currently ranked
10th in the nation in points per game (75.4)
and second in both field-goal percentage
(47.8) and three-point field-goal percent-
age (35.4).

That shooting prowess was on display
again in Sunday’s win as sophomore
guard Chloe Rayko (Coventry, RI) con-
nected on 4-of-7 from three-point range to
lead the Knights with a game-high 24
points. Rayko is shooting 45.2 percent
from beyond the arc, which is No. 1 in the
nation.

Also in Sunday’s win, sophomore center
Maggie Schwab (Narragansett, RI) fin-
ished with 17 points and 10 rebounds,
reaching double figures in scoring for the
11th time in 12 games while posting her
eighth double-double of the season.
Schwab is currently sixth in the nation in
field-goal percentage (57.6).

The Knights returned to action on Tues-
day against Bristol Community College in
search of their eighth consecutive win.

RIC falls to Western New England

Junior Meghan Laflamme (Smithfield,
R.I.) picked up a pair of victories as the
Rhode Island College women’s swim-
ming team fell at Western New England,
116-73, on Sunday afternoon.

Laflamme finished first in both the
50-yard backstroke (34.15) and the
200-yard medley relay (2:13.77) and sec-

ond in both the 50-yard freestyle (27.72)
and in the 50-yard butterfly (32.17).

Junior Olivia DeLuca (Providence,
R.1) finished first in both the 200-yard
medley relay (2:13.77) and the 200-yard
freestyle (2:16.15) and second in both the
50-yard breaststroke (37.66) and the
100-yard freestyle (1:01.86).

Junior Rebecca Fyrer (Cranston, R.I.)
finished first in the 200-yard medley re-
lay (2:13.77), second in both the 100-yard
IM (1:23.30) and the 500-yard freestyle
(6:57.37) and third in the 50-yard butterfly
(38.42).

Junior Marta Matzko (Rumford, R.I.)
finished first in the 200-yard medley re-
lay (2:13.77), third in both the 50-yard
breaststroke (45.05) and the 200-yard free-
style (2:43.70) and fourth in the 100-yard
freestyle (1:11.95).

Junior Ciara Ahern (Bristol, R.I.) placed
fourth in the 50-yard backstroke (47.35),
fifth in both the 50-yard freestyle (39.16)
and the 100-yard IM (1:47.69) and sixth in
the 100-yard freestyle (1:30.72).

Freshman Olivia Landry (Lincoln, R.I.)
placed fifth in the 50-yard butterfly
(49.31) and sixth in both the 50-yard free-
style (41.28) and in the 100-yard IM
(1:48.42).

CLCF lacrosse returns this spring

Cranston League for Cranston’s Future
(CLCF) will once again offer youth la-
crosse for boys and girls in grades Pre-K to
8. Teams are planned for five different age
groups for both boys and girls. The season
will run from April 1st through early June.
Practices will be one to two times per
week. CLCF teams will play games on
Saturday mornings in the Rhode Island
Youth Lacrosse League (RIYLL).

The CLCF teams will draw from partici-
pants who live or go to school in Zip
Codes: 02831, 02905, 02907, 02910, 02920,
& 02921. Registration is available at www.
clcfsports.org.

Please email lacrosse@clcfsports.org for
more information. Lacrosse coaches and
others interested in assisting with the pro-
gram are also invited to email lacrosse@
clefsports.org.

biggest stage.

As for the Patriots, what a disappoint-
ing finish to another disappointing year.

Not that anyone expected them to beat
both the Dolphins and Bills to close out
the year, but it was another frustrating
game on Sunday in which the Pats once
again let their self-inflicted errors take
away another game. Ultimately, they
missed out on the playoffs by one game.
Looking back at some of the losses, it is
maddening considering a handful of
those could have been victories.

Although I was certainly rooting for a
Patriots win and playoff berth, I guess
the one bright side is that the team will
now be more motivated to take action
this offseason. Win or lose on Sunday,
New England was not going to go very
far in the playoffs, it just was not that
team this year.

So, where do the Pats go from here?

It’s obvious. To start, the offense needs
a major overhaul. A new offensive coor-

dinator, one or two new receivers, a line-
man or two. Although the stats may
suggest that two or three offenses were
worse than the Pats in 2022, I really
struggle to see how that is possible. This
offense was inept nearly every week this
season.

Defensively, the team actually showed
pretty well this fall. Matthew Judon,
Deatrich Wise, Josh Uche, those guys
gave the Patriots a legitimate defensive
front. The secondary, although not great,
was able to hold its own. I think the fo-
cus this offseason has to be almost en-
tirely on the coaching staff and offense.

I'd say now after three seasons, two of
which they failed to reach the postsea-
son, we can say the Patriots dynasty is
finished. In reality, it was finished the
day that Tom Brady walked out the door,
but it is clear that this team needs more
than just a quick reset and a few tweaks.
It needs to rebuild half of its roster just to
be competitive.

Business Card

DIRECTORY

This Week
Fedatured Business...

Raymond Pezzullo
Law Offices

FAMILY LAW
LANDLORD/TENANT LAW
WILLS
DEBT COLLECTION

401-275-0669

1200 Hartford Avenue ¢ Suite 117
Johnston, RI
CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Advertise in the Johnston SunRise’s
Business Card
DIRECTORY

for only

>18 per week

12 week commitment)

Add the Warwick Beacon or Cranston Herald
for an additional $9 per week.

Call 732-3100




18 Johnston Sun Rise

Thursday, January 12, 2023

STRIPED BASS: Peter Jenkins with striped bass, owner of The Saltwater Edge, is co-sponsoring a ten-week on-line seminar series on striped bass fishing with Sur
caster’s Journal. (Submitted photo)

Possible discharge of nuclear
wastewater into Cape Cod Bay

By CAPT. DAVE MONTI

At press time the Cape Cod
Salties Sports Fishing Club
plans to hold a community
forum on the possible dis-
charge of nuclear wastewater
from the Pilgrim Nuclear
Power Plant into Cape Cod
Bay. The forum is scheduled
for Wednesday, Jan. 11, 6
p.m. at the Yarmouth Senior
Center, West Yarmouth, MA.
The form will be followed by
an effort to engage anglers
and fishing associations to
sign on to a position letter
opposing the possible dis-
charge.

In a letter to Governor
Maura Healy, P. Jonathan
Ungerland 1I, president of
the Cape Cod Salties, said,
“As you're likely aware,
Holtec International, the cur-
rent operator of the Plym-
outh Nuclear Plant (and
overseer of its decommis-
sioning) has openly and pub-
licly discussed the potential
release of radioactively con-
taminated wastewater into
Cape Cod Bay. This is totally
unacceptable to our club of
concerned and informed
members, on many levels.”

Ungerland said, “Our
guest speaker at the forum,
Diane Turco of Cape Down-
winders, will provide impor-
tant updates and pertinent
educational content on the
issue. For information and a
primer on the Holtec issue,
visit  https://www.cape-

downwinders.info/
about-4-1.”

Representatives from re-
gional fishing associations
that would be affected by
such a discharge, including
leaders from the Rhode Is-
land Saltwater Anglers As-
sociaton as well as residents
and political representatives
were expected to attend the
form.

Putting the
rakes on Holtec

A Dec. 14, 2022 article in
www.WickedLocal.com by
David Smith said in a De-
cember letter, James Chow,
deputy director of the EPA
Region 1’s Enforcement and
Compliance Assurance Divi-
sion, said any moves to re-
lease water before a new per-
mit is issued would subject
the company (Holtec) to fines
and possible criminal charg-
es.
He also told the company
it needed to provide 90 days
written notice to the agency
if it planned any such dis-
charges.

“Advance notification
would allow EPA to take all
appropriate action to ensure
that federal law is being duly
observed,” the letter said.
“To be clear, this notifica-
tion/reporting obligation
should not be interpreted by
Holtec as authorizing such
discharges.”

For additional information
and follow up actions an-

glers and fishing organiza-
tions can take, contact Jona-
than Ungerland, president of
the Cape Cod Salties Sports
Fishing Club at pjunger-
land@gmail.com .

Surf scenarios
seminar series

Surfcaster’s Journal is
teaming up with The Saltwa-
ter Edge, Middletown for a
ten-week Zoom seminar se-
ries on surfcasting with Surf-
caster’s Journal mangling
editor Jerry Audet.

The series includes six live
Zoom instructional seminars
and four live Zoom inter-
view sessions plus pre-re-
corded multi part founda-
tional seminars, each session
is two to four hours long.
Seminars are Wednesday
evenings at 7 p.m. starting
Jan. 11 and running until
April 5. The cost is $99 for
the entire series, or $16 each.

Seminar schedule:

Jan. 11: Soft-Plastic, Dart-
ers, and Gliders

Jan. 18 Sand Beaches

Jan. 25 Toby Lapinski & Jay
Hanecak

Feb. 8 Boulder Fields

Feb. 15 Steve McKenna

Mar. 1Calm Nights, Back-
Bays, and Estuaries

Mar. 8 Shell E. Caris

Mar. 22 Storms & The Fall
Run

Mar. 29 Bill Wetzel

Apr. 5 Targeting Trophy
Fish

Sessions can be rescreened

until April 19. For details on
the series and to register visit
www.indeepoutdoors.com/
seminarseries .

Commercial license
renewal period extended
The Department of Envi-
ronmental Management
(DEM) is announcing today
that it will extend the renew-
al period of commercial fish-
ing licenses previously set to
expire Jan. 13, until Jan. 31,
2023. DEM is experiencing a
license renewal backlog as it
continues to transition from
combining several outdated
licensing systems into one
modern computing platform
called Rhode Island Out-
doors (RIO). The platform is
designed to handle nearly all
the agency’s outdoors licens-
ing and permitting services.

While DEM continues to
integrate data from the old
IT systems to the new, it is
asking users to renew by
mail or in person at the DEM
Office of Boat Registration
and Licensing located at 235
Promenade Street, Room 360,
Providence, RI, 02908 or call
401-222-6647. Office hours
are Monday through Friday,
8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m

Where’s the bite
Saltwater and freshwater
licenses. Anglers are remind-
ed to renew their licenses for
salt and fresh water for 2023.
Saltwater licenses renew an-
nually on January 1 in coast-

al states, most coastal states
have license reciprocity. For
example, if you have a RI li-
cense you can fish in New
York, Connecticut, Massa-
chusetts and Maine. For fresh
water licensing information
and a list of trout stocked
ponds in Rhode Island visit
www.dem.ri.gov/natural-re-
sources-bureau/fish-wild-
life/freshwater-fishing/
freshwater-fishing-faqs; and
in Massachusetts visit www.
mass.gov/freshwater-fish-
ing-information .

Cod, tautog and black sea
bass. Tautog and black sea
bass seasons have ended.
However, cod fishing south
of Cape Cod is still open.
Party boats fishing for cod
this winter include the Fran-
ces Fleet at www.frances-
fleet.com and the Island
Current at www.islandcur-
rent.com . Rates vary but are
about $135 per adult for a
full day of fishing, call to
check schedules and make a
reservation.

Dave Monti holds a captain’s
master license and charter fish-
ing license. He serves on a vari-
ety of boards and commissions
and has a consulting business
focusing on clean oceans, habi-
tat preservation, conservation,
renewable energy, and fisheries
related issues and clients. For-
ward fishing news and photos
to dmontifish@uverison.net or
visit www.noflukefishing.com.
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TOUGH DEFENSE: Derek Salvatore defends a PCD guard last week.

BEYOND THE ARC: Neari Vasquez gets set to put up a shot.

m Clinch

(Continued from page 16)

then we will be in the driver’s
seat,” said Bedrosian.

Although the Panthers have
grabbed first place in Division II
with a playoff appearance in the
bag, Bedrosian plans on pushing
the players and expects them to
demand the best from one another.

“From my perspective, it’s about
holding them accountable in prac-
tice and not letting them get com-
fortable. When you become com-
fortable in practice that is when
things become lackadaisical. The
coaching staff has done a good job
of holding them accountable not

only at practice but even in the
games that we win big. We preach
doing the little things that will help
get us over the top,” said Bedro-
sian. “Executing our sets, rotating
on our defensive zones and man to
man. It’s about making sure our
coaches and leaders on the team
are holding everyone accountable
and they’ve done a really good job
of doing that.”

The Panthers will be busy with
Shea and Tolman this week and
will be ready to welcome Batista
back next Tuesday. Batista will
play a big role early on for the Pan-
thers.

“He’s going to get big minutes
right away. He’s been so patient
with his situation and has probably

been handling the situation better
than the adults have. He has made
such an impact on this team even
though he has not even stepped on
the floor yet in a game. With the
leadership that he brings to prac-
tice every day, he makes everyone
better. We're looking forward to
getting him back, his energy is con-
tagious,” said Bedrosian, who ex-
pects his transition into the lineup
to be a seamless one. “The chemis-
try is there. Derek, Anthony and
Neari (Vasquez) have been playing
with him since they were in sev-
enth grade. There isn’t going to be
a big adjustment with him playing
those minutes. Derek and Anthony
as captains are on board with it so
we're excited. He’s paid his dues.”

BUSINESS

SERVICES

Contractors

Masonry

LENNY POTVIN
Custom Woodworking
& Remodeling
Specializing in:
Cabinctry - Kitchens
Kitchen Refacing
Home Repair
All phases of
Interior Woodwork
40+ Years €xperience

Lenny 822-0824

Reqg. #235

Electrical

Valco Electric
Residential Specialist
Electrical Upgrades

Trouble Shooting & Repairs
Prompt & Courteous Service

401-921-3143
Lic. #A3990 AmEx/Disc/MC/Visa Insured

Flooring

EAST COAST
WOOD FLOORS
Installed - Sand
Finish < Refinish
Insured * Senior Discounts

Cell 265-3644

Reg. #15124

Gutters

CEMENT
MASONRY WORK
Chimneys + Floors < Patios
Driveways < Steps <+ Walkways
Repairs <+ Free Estimates
Ron 397-1891
Cell 639-2942

Reg. #6326 Licensed & Bonded

Oil Tank Removal

Why wait for your oil tank to leak?
Old oil tanks removed
Licensed RI Waste Transporter

Drum Disposal
Newton B. Washburn, LLC.

Insured ® Reg. #27176 @ #RI877

401-647-9606

Painting

T & T Painting
Interior & Exterior Painting
Book Now For Fall
Carpentry Repairs
Free Estimates
Fully Insured - Reg.#3469

401-944-0336

Painting

Warwick
Seamless Gutters
Gutter installation on
new and existing homes

Cut and drop service available
at your home or project

Leaf guards & gutter cleaning
Call Mike

401-265-1570

Handyman

STEVEN G. RUHLE
PAINTING

Interior & Exterior
Small Exteriors
Neat, Clean Workmanship
639-0967
Free Estimates
Reg. 12067 - Insured

John’s Construction

Handyman Services
Painting ¢ Windows

Carpentry
942-1729
15% OFF next project with ad.

Reg. #24655 ~  Insured

Home Improvements

C & J Painting
Interior/Exterior
Powerwashing
Free Estimates
Jason e Craig

378-8525 o 743-2554
Reg. #22833 Insured

Plastering

Weatherproof
Home Improvement
Interior/ Exterior Painting
Roofing  Siding * Gutters * Decks
Dennis
732-9218 i

Landscaping

Professional Services
Lawn Care
Aerating * Dethatching
Ornamental Tree & Shrub
Trimming
Tree Thinning for
Storm Damage Prevention
Removals and
Stump Grinding
Licensed Arborist-Insured

401-924-2999

Harold Greco Jr.
Plaster Perfection
ALL Small Repair Specialist
Emergency Water Damage Repairs
Historic Restorations
Painting
Senior, Veterans & Cash Discounts
Integrity & Passion
ALL MAINTENANCE

Reg. #4114 %  Member BBB *  Est. 1946

Call now! 738-0369

Plumbing & Heating

DAVIDSON’S
PLUMBING & HEATING

Water Heaters
Free Estimates

Remodeling + Repairs
New Construction
MP #1696 737'4679 MPF #6470

To place
your ad,
please call
Ashley at

732-3100

E.W. FLAGG
Plumbing & Heating
New & Old
Installations * Repairs
Water Heaters
Commercial & Residential

739-6155 wmp #o1896

Rubbish Removal

House Junk
Removal
Garages e Basements

Small Demolitions
Reliable Service
Reg. #2983 & Insured

286-0505

Winter Cleanups
House - Cellars - Yards
Garages - Moving?
Anything hauled away, some for FREE!
30 yrs. - Reliable Service!

741 -27871 Lic #3737 - nsured
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Classifieds

Sun Rise

401-732-3100

OFFICE HOURS: Monday thru Friday 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM

TO PLACE OR CANCEL A CLASSIFIED AD:

Call 732-3100 by —
¢ 10 AM Monday for
Cranston Herald (Thursday),
Warwick Beacon (Thursday) &
Johnston Sun Rise (Thursday)

Please Check Your Ad!

We make every effort to carefully proofread all advertisements,
however, we ask you to check your ad the first time it appears.
If you find an error, call 732-3100 so that we may correct it
in the next publication. Beacon Communications shall not
be liable for errors or omissions in, or failure to insert, any
advertisement for which it may be responsible beyond the
cost of the actual space occupied by the item in which error
or omission or failure to insert occurred. Advertiser will be
entitled to refund of advertisement price or insertion in next
issue at advertiser’s option.

ADVERTISING COSTS:

LINE-BY-LINE:
1 Week — Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and Johnston Sun Rise
4 lines - $25.00; each additional line $4.00

4 Weeks or More — Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and
Johnston Sun Rise
4 lines - $23.00 per week; each additional line $4.00

CLASSIFIED DISPLAY:
1 Week — Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and Johnston Sun Rise
$35.00 per column inch.

BUSINESS SERVICE ADS:

$32.00 per column inch - Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald and
Johnston Sun Rise

Ad Must Run 4 Consecutive Weeks.

Add the Rl Reminder:

$8.00 per column inch. Ad Must Run 4 Consecutive Weeks.

Email ads to: AshleyM@rhodybeat.com
CREDIT POLICY We accept all major credit cards. We will bill line-by-line classified

ads (with the exception of YARD SALE ADS) to customers adding $1.50 billing fee. Business
Service ads must be prepaid until a Credit Application has been approved and account established.

Apartment for Rent

Jobs/Situations Wanted

Warwick: 2 Bedroom on Jeffer-
son Blvd. $1300 per month, all
included. Call 499-5111

ARTIST/SCULPTOR AVAIL-
ABLE: Does this fit into any of
your needs? Call us! 269-9034.

For Sale

Grave plots for Sale. Highland
Cemetary, Lot 23 (Masonic Sec-
tion), Graves 5 & 6, Section Aca-
cia. $1700 Each. 518-935-8424

Help Wanted

Urgently hiring food service
workers for school lunch pro-
gram. Part time, M-F, $18+/hr.
Apply at: https://careers.ara-

DRYER VENT, CHIMNEY, PEL-
LET/WOOD STOVE EXHAUST
CLEANING. Reasonable Pric-
es. No up-charges. call 401-
238-4791

Looking for Lawn Accts for 2023.
Call 328-5990. Small Houses
Only.

Residential forced hot air and
cooling troubleshoot and repairs.
PM schedules. Facetime or
phone calls, help offer tech aid.

RING

DDE ISLAND NEWSPAPER GROUP

mark.com/job/?req_id=253340 617-590-3683

CLEANER: 2nd Shift, 20-25

hours per week, Monday-Satur-
day. Must be available 1st shift

Painting

Saturday mornings. $14/hour.
Must have valid Driver’s License,
reliable vehicle and clean BCI.
Coventry, Warwick & Cranston
areas. Call Paul, 301-1162.

470-2329

Interior Exterior Painting, Small
Carpentry, Free estimates. 401-

Operating Engineers-Local 57
will be accepting applications
for an upcoming apprenticeship
class from Monday, January
16-Friday, January 20, 2023,
from 9AM to 12PM. Applications
must be completed in person at
873 Central Avenue, Johnston,
R1 02919. Call the office at (401)

To place your
ad by phone,
please call

732-3100

331-9191 for more information.
Apprenticeship

Houses Wanted

WE BUY HOUSES: Any condi-
tion!! Quick sale!! House needs
work? We don’t mind. Call 401-
595-8703

Classified
Advertising
Deadline is

Mon. 10 AM

Help Wanted
Real Estate
Autos
ltems For Sale

Call 752-3100

CLASSIFIED

ADVERTISING

Statewide
Coverage

HIRING « SELLING « BUYING

REACH OVER 125,000 HOMES

Save Time.
Save Money.

|

. MAIL-IN ADVERTISING FORM

l

| ] s oo* * $1.00 for each additional line

| 4 L * Bold Face First Line of ad for $2.00 per week
| I n e s I 1 z * Does Not Include Employment Ads

| Run your ad for 4 weeks or more & SAVE 50¢ per week
| NAME PHONE

| ADDRESS cITy STATE zIP

| AvounT ENCLOSED § CHECK # #

| OFWEEKS ADISTO RUN DATE Q VIS D -CI i %CI EXPIRATION DATE:

USE 1 BLOCK FOR EACH LETTER, NUMBER OR PUNCTUATION MARK. LEAVE ONE BLANK BLOCK BETWEEN EACH WORD OR AFTER EACH PUNCTUATION MARK. (MINIMUM OF 4 LINES)

3 DIGIT CODE

JOHNSTON

Sun

1se

MAIL COMPLETED FORM TO:
Johnston Sun Rise Classified Dept.
1944 Warwick Avenue * Warwick, Rl 02889

1)
: ) DEADLINE:
, MONDAY
1 9 at 10 AM
|
| 4) $12.00/Week
$14.00 w/Bold
| 5) $13.00/Week
| $15.00 w/Bold
1 6)
$14.00/Week
| $16.00 w/Bold
|
|
|
|
L

email: AshleyM@rhodybeat.com
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RhodyMoney

How to confront.
requent Increases In

COSIS f living

METRO

Prices on the majority of goods and services have increased significantly over
the last year-plus. Financial analysts report that inflation has reached heights
that haven’t been seen in 41 years. According to the United States Department
of Labor, the consumer price index, which measures changes in how much
Americans pay for good and services, rose 0.4 percent in September.

As prices soared, families’ budgets were being pushed. What can people do in
the face of rising costs on items they need, including those who may be on fixed
incomes? These suggestions may help.

* Frequently review your budget. Keep track of how much items cost right
now. Document all spending by writing down a list of weekly expenses or utiliz-
ing any number of free budgeting apps available. Tracking what is going out may
make it easier to cut costs on less essential items, such as streaming services or
gym memberships.

* Contact service providers. You may be able to negotiate better deals with a ser-
vice provider, such as a mobile phone company or a cable television provider,
if they learn you are considering leaving. If they can’t work out a deal,
go with the less expensive provider. You can always switch back
at the end of the term if you desire.

* Stop automatic payments. Having subscriptions and
other bills automatically deducted from your checking
account is convenient, but those rising costs may be over-
looked. By viewing your bill and paying it each month,
you can see where costs have increased and where you
might need to rethink services.

* Carpool to work or school. Reduce expenditures on
gasoline by sharing the costs with another person. Deter-
mine if public transportation is more cost-effective than
driving to work or school each day.

* Consider alternative retailers. Brand loyalty to one
supermarket or a particular retailer is quickly becoming
a thing of the past. Nowadays it is wise to comparison
shop across various stores to figure out where you’re get-
ting the best deal. Venture into stores you may not have
considered previously. Divide your shopping list by store
category, visiting several for different items if it leads to
big savings.

* Unplug, literally and figuratively. Cut down on en-
ergy costs by unplugging items when not in use. Reduce
dependence on devices to further stem costs on electricity
and gas-powered appliances.

Prices continue to rise and consumers can explore vari-
ous ways to stick to their spending budgets.

Call today to reserve your advertising space
In our monthly section:

RhodyMoney

Running in the Warwick Beacon, Cranston Herald,
Johnston Sun Rise & The Reminder — all for one low price!

With a total circulation of over 35,000 in the West Bay, it's a great place to advertise.

/32-3100 / 821-2216

Now offering Video &
TeleGonferencing during
the GOVIDs-19 crisis

Call or Visit Us Online
401-398-8383 * www.seniorguideri.com

0
O

875 Centerville Road, Building 2 | Warwick, Rhode Island
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reflects on

Dillon
Klena

PPAC'’s
Jagged
Little Pill’

By DON FOWLER

Something quite different in original
Broadway musicals is coming to the Prov-
idence Performing Arts Center (PPAC)
from Jan. 17 to the 22.

Actor Dillon Klena, who plays the role
of Nick Healy, the son in the “perfectly
imperfect” Healy family, describes the in-
tense story as “staying in touch with many
things that people don’t want to hear, but
we wouldn’t be human if we weren’t im-
perfect.”

Klena had his own imperfect start to his
acting career, graduating with a Musical
Theatre degree from Cal State just as the
pandemic hit and theatres closed.

“T didn’t have a life,” he said. “I had to
learn who I was. I got a job at Bose to pay
the bills, and then found a job at a restau-
rant where I did a “meet and greet” thing
playing different characters like Edward
Scissorhands. It was a great opportunity
to practice my acting skills.”

From there, he got a job at Disneyland as
a magician in the Magic Kingdom. In 2020
he played the Beast in a Zoom production
of “Beauty and the Beast”, did a two-man
musical, “Story of My Life,” “Mamma
Mia,” “Newsies” and is now touring the
country with “Jagged Little Pill.”

“It has been a real education, and I real-
ize how lucky I was to survive the pan-
demic and end up with this wonderful
role in this great musical,” Klena said.

The musical is based on the music of
Alanis Morrissette and, besides winning
a Grammy, has attracted young people to
the theatre.

While Klena agrees that it has been a big
hit with the young crowd, he finds that
adults learn much about the dynamics of
family issues and cultural change.

The original musical is in Providence
from Jan. 17-22. Call 421-ARTS for tickets.

Dillon Klena and company of the North American Tour of JAGGED LITTLE PILL (Photo by Matthew
Murphy, Evan Zimmerman for MurphyMade, 2022)

Lauren Chanel and the company of the North American Tour of JAGGED LITTLE PILL. (Photo by Matthew
Murphy, Evan Zimmerman for MurphyMade, 2022)

Jade McLeod and the North American Touring Company of JAGGED LITTLE PILL. (Photo by Matthew
Murphy, Evan Zimmerman for MurphyMade, 2022)
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CARTRIDGE BOXES
e c;%merz' can egoevof ution

I've mentioned canteens before, but one of the val-
ued collectables of the American Revolution is the
cartridge box, used to keep paper cartridges out of
the weather and protected. There are all different
types and styles. The Americans adapted and updat-
ed the style they used to better protect the ammuni-
tion during the course of the war.

In the British army of the period, a cartridge box is
worn around the waist on a belt and holds 18 rounds,
although in 1771, a box for light infantry was issued
that carried 9 rounds, and a “pouch and strap” is a
box worn over the shoulder. Provincial forces at the
outbreak of the war didnt differentiate between a
cartridge box or a pouch and strap. Documents of
the period just call them cartouche or cartridge box-
es.

On December 21, 1774, before the war had broken
out, the Continental Congress had recommended
regulations be published in Provincial newspapers,
including Boston. Amongst other rules and regula-
tions, they stated that they were to “make themselves
masters of the military exercisef.] That each man to

HIGHEST CASH PAYMENT FOR YOUR
Gold, Diamonds, Coins,
Jewelry and Other Valuables.
Old Costume Jewelry Accumulations
We make house calls during the pandemic
Military Items,

Musical | nstruments,

Oil Paintings,

Collectibles, Anything Unusual.

GOLD AND DIAMONDS - SAXOPHONES
NESTING BOWLS-CLEAR & COLORED-HIGH PRICES!

SAFE ONE-TO-ONE BUYING AT OUR CONVENIENT LOCATION
50 Years in Business. Established 1970 ® Licensed and Bonded

Aable Jewelers
and Antique Center

1615 Warwick Avenue  Warwick
At Hoxsie 4 Corners (Gateway Shopping Center)
738-6099

OPEN:
Mon.-Sat.
11AM-5PM

R.l. Lic.
#90304

By Joel Bohy
Historic Arms & Militaria
Bruneau & Co. Auctioneers
Cranston, Rl
= —

be provided with a well fixed firelock and bayonet,
half a pound of powder, two pounds of lead, and a
cartouche-box or powder horn, and a bag for ball,
and be in readiness to act at any emergency.”

The early style American boxes are fairly simple.
They consisted of two pieces of thin sheep or calf-
skin cut flat at the top and about half-round on the
bottom, sewn with the face in, soaked and turned
right side out. A heavier leather flap and strap is at-
tached, and a 19-round pine block, although some
extant examples have 17 rounds. This style of box
was copied from the earlier British designs of the
French & Indian War period. The British had realized
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We are actively purchasing

COMIC BOOKS
TOYS - RECORDS

We are looking for collections large & small.
Call to let us know what you have.

537 Pontiac Avenue,
Cranston, Rl

(401)781-5017
thetimecapsule@mail.com
Open 7 Days - 11am to 7pm

the flaws of that design and had updated to another
style of pouch and strap by 1768. Without an inner
flap or ears on either side of the box, water could get
in and destroy the cartridges. Because of this issue,
a new style of box was produced, and an agreement
was made with maker Nathan Smith “March 28,
1777, agreed with the Board of War to make them
in a Fort night five hundred Cartouch Boxes agree-
able to the pattern shown with the addition of an
ear at each end to defend the Cartridges from the
weather.”

The Continental army experimented with different
types of boxes, including one of tin later in the war,
but it didn't seem to stick, and many were sold off
once the war had ended. In 1778, Massachusetts
contracted with a London born saddler and chaise
maker named John Sebring for another type of box
of a style that would last till the end of the American
Revolution. It contained a wooden box at the bottom
with a tinned-iron container on top of it to hold the
cartridges.

One of the most prized are leather boxes made by
the Continental government frequently called “new
constructed” box that was a blend of British and
French types with a wooden block that held 29 car-
tridges and are frequently marked “U.STATES".

New England
Coin Exchange

We buy coins, currency, jewelry
and other collectibles.

1053 Park Ave., Cranston 401-339-2934
www.necoinexchange.com
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Authentlc Peruvian dishes
at Los Andes

Restaurant Review
by DON FOWLER

There were no guinea pig
dishes on the menu at Los
Andes like we enjoyed on our
vacation in Peru, but there was
squid and octopus and rib eye
and plantain and dozens of
other Peruvian and Bolivian
delicacies to choose from.

Daughter Robin took us
to 903 Chalkstone St., Provi-
dence, in one of the most un-
usual spots for a high-end eth-
nic dining experience, nestled
among three-deckers, small
shops and bars.

After valet parking in a lot
across the street, signs led us
to the entrance at a series of
doors in an old brick building
with hallways in directions
that lead to a variety of rooms
and a wide hallway, all scat-
tered with tables that can seat
240... more when the weather
leads to outdoor dining.

We ate in one of the hallways
next to the huge fishpond. Rain
fell on plastic ceilings. Lights
bounced off clear plastic walls,
creating a kaleidoscope atmo-
sphere.

Service was immediate

menus immediately brought
to the table and a knowledge-
able waiter patiently there to
explain Spanish words we had
never heard before. The rolls
were warm and fresh, accom-
panied by warm oil.

The four of us skipped the
long list of Peruvian cocktails
and went for our traditional
drinks. I always judge the bar-

(Photo courtesy of losandesri.com

tender by his/her martini and
this one passed with flying col-
ors.

The appetizer list was long
and varied. Robin, who had
been there before, suggested
the chicken and sort rib empa-
nadas, ($4 each) served hot
with a crispy crust and accom-
panying sauces, plus a quinoa
salad with veggies, mixed in

a sweet, tasty dressing, which
we shared ($15).

I had the paella, Peruvian
version, loaded with flavored
rice, hot sausage, and a gen-
erous quantity of squid, octo-
pus, clams, mussels, chicken.
(And other morsels of the sea I
couldn’t pronounce $31.)

Mike had a roasted pork
dish ($25) over rice and veg-

gies that melted in your mouth
(he gave me a small piece).

Robin chose the Black Angus
(16 oz. - $39) rib eye steak over
a different flavored rice with
plantains and topped with a
fried egg. Mike ate the egg.
She gave me a bigger piece, al-
ways taking care of Dad. It was
tender, juicy and accompanied
with a spice I couldn’t identify,
but loved.

Joyce won the prize for most
variety, ordering Los Andes
special 903 Tasting, which
consisted of three overflowing
dishes. First was the ceviche,
a mixture of chilled Peruvian
tish that was her favorite. The
second was a dish of fried fish,
and the third a paella style
dish of rice, shellfish, chicken,
squid, shrimp and octopus.
($40) She ate the “Take home”
for the next two days.

Los Andes opens at 3 p.m.
Wednesday through Sunday
with a special brunch on Sun-
day. Go online to check out
special times.

The restaurant has become
one of the popular destina-
tions in Rhode Island so res-
ervations are strongly recom-
mended Call 649-4911 or make
them online.
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WET LEAKY BASEMENT?

* PUMPS INSTALLED * UNDER FLOOR DRAINAGE
* FOUNDATION & BULKHEAD REPAIRS « MOLD REMEDIATION
LET A PROFESSIONAL SOLVE YOUR BASEMENT WATER PROBLEMS

PROPANE FILLING STATION
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INVEST IN YOUR COMMUNITY.

Place Your Ad Today
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3.42"x2" ad
FREE COLOR WHEN AVAILABLE

Shop {ecally!

Vincent S. Podmaska
Agent, Vincent S. Podmaska Insurance Agency
vinny@grahaminsuranceinc.com

1465 Atwood Avenue ° Johnston, RI 02919
Tel: 401-273-8700 ¢ Fax: 401-273-0477

Olga Fedorenko, NP

has joined the medical practice of

Greenville Primary Care
located in Smithfield, RI.

She will be accepting
new and former patients.

Please call for an appointment
(401) 349-4303
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